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Director Eric Dustman: Six Months at TNS

Eric Dustman is just completing a busy six months as Director of The New
school. During that time, he has worked hard at getting to know staff, board
nembers, parents and, especially, students. He has held meetings with children at
s;ach age level on the first day of school, is a regular at both the Elementary and
>reprimary lunch tables (see photo) and frequently visits the classrooms. He has
lealt with ordinary tasks like helping at the Harvest Moon Festival, listening to parent
roncerns, supporting new teachers and assisting when a child needs help. Hehasalso
1ad to deal with extraordinary tasks like coordinating the school’s response to the
svents of September 11.

When asked what he has liked most about his first six months at TNS, Eric
mmediately cited the openness of everyone in TNS community and their patience
vith his newness to the job. He feels TNS allows him to “work hard and see things
1appen.” He is impressed with the staff’s creative problem solving, their readiness
0 learn from each other and their level of commitment. On a personal level, he
ippreciates how his wife, Renee, and his six-month old daughter Lucy have been
velcomed into the community. His favorite TNS event so far is the Harvest Moon
“estival — not only did it give him a chance to relax with TNS families but his sister
nd her family joined in the party as well.

Before coming to TNS, Eric taught 9 to 12 at North Avondale Montessori and
ierved as assistant principal and then interim principal at Rothenberg Elementary. He
loes like The New School’s small size, which allows him more opportunity toreceive
lirect, face to face input from parents. He is impressed with the high level of parent
nvolvement at TNS and its special culture or atmosphere, which provides a “good
slace for children and adults to do things they love.”

Eric has enjoyed his time at TNS so far and is looking
orward to whatever challenges the next few months will bring.
1e is already involved in the ISACS evaluation/accreditation
rocess and expects that involvement to continue both this year
nd next. Although, at the direction of the Board, Eric’s role
sontinues to be that of an administrator without teaching respon-
ibilities, he is always ready to offer support to the teachers and
vill fill-in as needed in the classroom. (You don’thave to observe
1im for very long to see that Eric really enjoys working with
shildren.) Eric’s energy, his enthusiasm and his commitment to
juality education are great assets to TNS community.
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Annual Giving 2001-02

This is the time of year when The
New School looks to its extended family
for support of Annual Giving. Since
1985, Annual Giving has helped TNS to
cover increased operating expenses and
fund special projects without relying
solely on tuition increases. Through the
end of November, current families have
contributed over $45,000 to Annual Giv-
ing. We hope that members of our ex-
tended family will again offer their sup-
port by returning the enclosed envelope
with a donation or pledge.

We would like to thank the fol-
lowing alumni and friends who have made
gifts to The New School since the spring
newsletter: Richard Antoine & Dor-

othy O’Brien, Beth Barton, Tom &
Nan Conlan, Mitch Cohen & Robin
Harvey, David & Yvonne Cooper,
Forrest Felton, Barbara Gray, Bruce
& Carol Kramberg Walker, Rick
Muhlhauser and Adina Reeve.

Peace Curriculum After 9/11

Since September 11, TNS staff has sought ways (o help
children understand the tragic events and to deal constructively
with their feelings. Age appropriate discussions were held at
all three levels. Children and adults have posted their wishes
about peace on a Promise/Wish pole outside the Growing
Room. 9 to 12 students sent aid to New York rescue workers
and collected money for the Red Cross. Children have also
been encouraged to express their feelings in artwork and
writing. In December, TNS and Clark Montessori hosted
“Hueman Expressions,” an event which featured an artwork
display and readings by children and adults.

Anderson Grant
TNS has received a $1,000 grant from the William P,
Anderson Foundation. This grant is the latest in a
long series of generous gifts to TNS from the Founda-
tion. Past grants have helped fund the purchase of the
Mansion and Annex, the Challenge for Diversily
Scholarship Endowment, the Growing Room, the
outdoor play space project and the installation of a
science center in the 6 to 9 morning room. We are
very grateful for the Anderson Foundation's support.












