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The New School

40th Anniversary Party Plans

 It  was 1970Éthe year of the first Earth Day celebration. The 
Beatles released Let it Be and New School pioneers opened the doors 
with the tag line ÒFree to Be.Ó This small group of determined people 
turned their concept of a very special school into reality. The New 
School was born.
 Forty years later the school is still going strong with the same 
mission and ideals.  If thatÕs not a cause for celebration, what is?  The 
2010-2011 school year marks the 40th Anniversary and a committee is 
being assembled to plan an entire year of get-togethers, parties, 
memory collection and fun.
 Please save the following dates and watch your mailboxes and in-
boxes for additional information on our 40th Anniversary Celebration.  
If youÕd like to participate in the Steering Committee, contact  Sara 
Neyer at saraneyer@me.com or by phone at (513) 607-6500.  
 You can become a valuable part of the committee even if you live 
far away. WeÕd especially like some recent  grads to join the effort so 
that we can plan events to appeal to both younger and older alums.

January 11, 2010 Next Steering Committee Meeting 
 at TNSM 7:00 p.m.

October 9-11, 2010 Reunion Weekend at TNSM 
(school and city tours, Convocation of the Whole 
for pioneers, history displays, parties, etc.) 

       ~ Sara Neyer

Annual Giving Campaign 2009-10

 We need your support to continue the 
traditions that  define The New School. We 
offer a first class education in an 
environment that respects the individuality 
of the child and nurtures his/her innate 
abilities while promoting creativity, peace, 
respect for the environment and plain old 
fun.  
 You will find a return envelope in this 
newsletter. By using the envelope to make 
a contribution to TNSM, you will be 
helping us continue our wonderful 
tradition.
 As alumni parents and students, you 
can give back to the school that served 
you so well and now provides you with so 
many  special memories. Please make a 
tax-deductible contribution today using 
the enclosed envelope.  

   ~ Sara Neyer   

TNSM Is Thriving

!  For many years, the Board of Trustees has been 
exploring ways to expand our facilities to allow 
enhancements to our programs. In late August of 2009, 
they took one step toward accomplishing this goal by 
purchasing the property adjacent to the elementary woods, 
29 Burton Woods Lane. This new addition offers a great 
opportunity to raise the TNSM experience to a new level 
and further set us apart as the best Montessori school in 
the greater Cincinnati area. The Board, Facilities 
Committee, and Administration have been reviewing the 
best ways to put this new space to use.

! We look forward to the future as we continue to serve 
children and families in the Greater Cincinnati area. This 
year we have enjoyed the highest enrollment in our thirty-
nine-year history with 155 students.



Standing: Gerry Kaminski, Buzz Scannella, friend of Homlar's, Mary Fleischman, Paul Muller, Terri Schnorr, Gabe 
Blumer, Mary Van Ausdall, John Fleischman  Seated:  Barbara Homlar, Colleen Blumer, Jerry Kaminski, Chot Van 
Ausdall, Gary Busch. Shawn Dougherty, Richard Homlar

 The Porchetta Dinner, originally an auction item 
donated by Buzz Scannella and Robyn Breiman during 
RobynÕs years as Director at The New School, has taken 
on a new life.  For the past several years it  has been an 
occasion for a number of alum parents to gather on 
Labor Day weekend.  The event takes place at  the home 
of Richard and Barbara Homlar who generously share 
their lovely terrace and down-river view of the 
fireworks.
 Everyone contributes food to the dinner and Chef 
Extraordinaire Scannella cooks and supervises various 
volunteer sous chefs to prepare the meal - which is 

delicious!  Porchetta (an Italian stuffed pork roast), 
parmesan, fingerling potatoes and proseco are just some 
of the highlights of the feast, along with sharing 
memories, catching up on each otherÕs children and lives 
and the oohÕs and aahÕs over the fireworks.
 John Fleischman, one of the all-time great New 
School Òangels,Ó gets everyone organized each year.  
Along with enjoying great  food, great company, and the  
best  seats in town for the fireworks,  those attending 
make a contribution to TNSMÕs Scholarship 
Endowment. 
                                                           ~ Barbara Gray

A New Way to See The New School Montessori
 With a few clicks of your mouse, you can see up-to-the-minute photos from the 
school-week on TNSMÕs website (www.thenewschool.cc) via ßickr ¨ . ItÕs easy to tour 
through the collections of photos and brief video clips to learn more about our staff, 
appreciate our gardens in full bloom, see the children at work and play and take time to 
admire the quality of studentsÕ projects and creations. 
! Amanda Barton, our website manager, helped us prepare a site on ßickr ¨  that feeds to 
a photo gallery on the bottom of our own home page. Just by clicking the text Òsee all 
photosÓ  you are taken to a page where you can select from various collections showing 
Þeld trips, creative arts, the campus, etc. Browsing through ÒcollectionsÓ  and their nested 
ÒsetsÓ  within, can give one the ßavor of the TNSM experience. Send a link to your friends 
and family to share those New School moments with others. 
! We hope youÕll also enjoy several facebook pages alumni have set up. You can reach 
these sites through facebook or through the Alumni Page on at www.thenewschool.cc.

Porchetta Dinner and Fireworks

flick r ¨

TNSM: Parents and Friends 
The New School Alumni

The New School: Where Shoes Are Not Allowed
The New School of Cincinnati Pioneers



Name
What surprised you 

most about your school?
What do you like 

best about it?
What do you miss 

about TNSM?

Katie Hanley
Walnut Hills

How many students there were and how 
much work you have to put into an 
assignment if you want to get an A.

So many new and 
different people there. I 
have met so many new 
friends there.

I will always miss The New School because 
of the teachers. They were always so nice 
and wanted us to do our best. I also miss 
LUNCH. TNSM lunch was really a treat.

Maya Schwartz
SCPA

The big building and all the people. I have made lots of new 
friends and I get to see 
them in all my classes.

I mostly miss all my teachers and the 
materials.

Zoe Cheng
Walnut Hills

How quickly I transitioned from TNSM 
to Walnut; I had thought it would be 
really hard, but I was surprised how easy 
it really was. You just do what you're 
supposed to and that's all there is to it.

Lunch, because that's the 
time when you're 
allowed to talk and hang 
out with your friends.

The lunches at TNSM. I never buy my 
food, and I miss having my lunch fresh, 
warm and buffet-style compared to a 
sandwich and chips.

Colleen Beaupre
Walnut Hills

All the tests and quizzes that you have 
every week. We only have a couple days 
to prepare.

All the people.  There 
are so many different 
crowds - everyone can 
find a place to fit in.

Even though I like the size of Walnut, I do 
kind of miss the small community with the 
Harvest Moon Festival where you know 
everyone so well.

Elice van 
Woensel
Walnut Hills

How friendly and understanding 
everybody is.

The freedom you have to 
walk to different classes 
and go to your locker.

I miss how organized lunch was.  People 
are always running around the Commons.

Elisha Aaron
Walnut Hills

It was a really big building, but it 
surprised me how friendly people were. I 
thought there would be some bullies, but 
I havenÕt found any.

You have a lot of 
freedom and the teachers 
ask you to be extremely 
creative.

The teachers at Walnut are very formal and 
you only see them for 50 minutes a day 
where at TNSM we call teachers by their 
first names and see them all day.
 

Emily Frank
SCPA

I wasn't very surprised about the change. 
It wasn't a very big leap for me, just 
more people and a bigger school.

They have a mix 
between arts and 
academics so it really 
evens out your day.

Senior project was the most fun and Myra's 
cooking.

Francesca 
Marcotte Rietz
SCPA

ItÕs more about the arts than I expected. 
ItÕs really interesting.

So many different kinds 
of people and the 
teachers each have 
different teaching styles.

ThereÕs a lot I miss. ItÕs hard to pick. I miss 
my 6th grade friends, my teachers, and 
being able to eat good food.

Grant Eaton
Walnut Hills

The amount of homework and thereÕs a 
ton more teachers and students. 

A lot more people and it 
makes for more friends.

I miss my teachers and definitely all my 
friends and the Montessori ways.

Lando Slack
Walnut Hills

I wasnÕt really surprised. I donÕt know. The freedom and the space.

Lilly Calvert
Walnut Hills

ItÕs a lot bigger and so it was kind of 
scary at the beginning.

How many different ages 
there are in one building. 

We could talk and socialize a lot more. 
Walnut is more lecture and less talk.

Nick Abbott
Walnut Hills

We have a lot more homework and itÕs 
every single night.

There are a lot more 
people so I can make 
even more friends.

How the teachers could help you one-on-
one. The teachers here donÕt know you as 
well and canÕt help you.

Rami Wadih
Clark Montessori

The way some of the people acted; there 
were more people who did not listen to 
the teachers.

We have ÒbellsÓ and get 
to change classes.

The way the room is set up so you have big 
tables and lots of room to move around. 
The way you could talk to the teachers and 
feel so comfortable around them.

Sofia Goodman
Walnut Hills

IÕve been surprised by how many new 
friends I have now.

The size - there are so 
many more people.

The relaxed and welcoming community. ItÕs 
very different from my rushed schedule.

Theo Van Diest
Clark Montessori

There wasnÕt much surprising, just an 
increased work load with homework.

The structure is a lot like 
TNSM; you get to be 
with friends.

The homework was due every week instead 
of every day at Clark.

Class of 2009 - Tells About Their Year Away from TNSM
Our newest alumni were happy to tell of their adventures at their new schools. They miss TNSM, but are doing well 
among their new classmates, teachers and friends. 



Sherry, George  and Andy Michael (Ô95) visited TNSM 
this September. Andy was in town from Seattle where he 
works using Flash (a computer animation web program) 
to enhance educational material. George has retired 
while Sherry works mostly from home. 

We are sorry to learn of the death of Ellen Teggart 
Sachsendorfer, mother of Michael  (Ô88 grad) and 
Meghan (Ô85) and send our sincere sympathies to the 
family. Ellen passed away November 2. Michael and 
Meghan requested that remembrances go to TNSMÕs 
Scholarship Endowment.

Rosalie van Nuis let  us know about  several musical 
events with her daughter Petra and son-in-law Andy. 
Petra van Nuis (Ô83) and her husband, jazz guitarist 
Andy Brown, were joined by other CCM alumni for an 
evening appearance this fall at the Blue Wisp. 

Check out Petra's and Andy's websites to learn more:
www.petrasings.com
www.andybrownguitar.com

Congratulations to Alexis Nelson (Ô04) who was a 
Nation Merit Semi-Finalist. Alexis is at  Walnut Hills and 
her most recent  college visit  was to Duke. SheÕs 
contemplating a major in Engineering.

Patti  Harper  (Ô09) former 9-12 teacher is working in an 
elementary school in Austin, Texas. SheÕs enjoying the 
warmer weather and walks 2 miles to work each day. 
Patti gave us her email address and said sheÕd love to 
hear from folks. plharper@aol.com

Claire McMahon (Ô99) is a senior at Schilling School 
this year and works part-time at OÕBryonvilleÕs What's 
for Dinner. Claire spent last year abroad outside of 
Brussels, Belgium.

Jill Staubitz (Ô85 to Ô09) served as parent, Board 
President, and Communications Director. While Jill 
enjoys new endeavors, we wish her all the best in this 
next season of her life and continue to appreciate the 
legacy of her work, creative energy, and the New School 
spirit she shared so generously with us.

The New School Montessori
3 Burton Woods Lane
Cincinnati, OH 45229
513-281-7999
www.thenewschool.cc

Return Service Requested

We Are the World - Auction 2010 
Come celebrate with us as we enjoy another evening of 
auction fun. The theme this year is We Are the World. We 
plan to Òtravel the globeÓ with exciting packages available 
for bidding, themed dinner parties created by staff and 
parents, and decorations honoring the nearly 20 countries 
represented by our 126 current  families at  TNSM. We 
always look forward to how the children will interpret the 
auction theme in their painted furniture and famous quilt.
We hope youÕll join us on March 6th. See the website in 
January for details. www.thenewschool.cc 

Let Us Know What YouÕve Been Doing
Everyone enjoys hearing from TNSM friends - where 
youÕve settled or traveled, your career choices, additions 
to the family, stories about TNSM... Please stay in touch 
with us by sending a note, emailing us from the Alumni 
page on the website or by sending a note directly to me at 
ann.baumgardner@thenewschool.cc. WeÕd love to receive 
scanned or electronic photos to include in our next 
Alumni Newsletter. We look forward to hearing from you 
soon.

More Alumni News

http://www.petrasings.com/
http://www.petrasings.com/
http://www.andybrownguitar.com/
http://www.andybrownguitar.com/

