
Annual Meeting  Reviews Accreditation
Thanks to everyone who attended the BoardÕs Annual Meeting on October 17.  The
program featured an outline of the BoardÕs plans for this school year.  Director Eric
Dustman also provided an update on the ISACS accreditation process as well as an
overview of the Montessori philosophy and its application in The New School’s
nine-year educational program.  Copies of TNS’s Annual Report, a review of the
2001-2002 school year were passed out at the meeting.  (Extra copies are available
in the office.)  Special thanks to Marcella Allison and Nancy Miller who provided
hospitality for the meeting.

Take-Out TNS
Sign up for Takeout TNS on Friday or
Monday for Tuesday dinner.  There
will be no Take-out on Tuesday,
November 26.

MyraÕs  Cornbread
2 cups unbleached white flour
2 cups cornmeal
1 1/2 T baking powder
1 tsp salt
1/2 cup honey
2 eggs
1/2 cup oil
2 cups milk
Combine and sift the dry ingredients
using a whisk.  Then use the whisk to
beat eggs, honey and oil together.
Add milk.  Combine wet and dry
ingredients.  Grease a 9 by 12 pan and
pour in batter.  Bake in preheated 400
degree oven until slightly brown —
about 20 minutes.

Volunteers Make Harvest Moon Shine
The annual Harvest Moon Festival drew a huge crowd for an evening of

food, music, entertainment and friends.  A highlight of this year’s event was the
dedication of a new peace pole.  Director Eric Dustman spoke about the values of
community, sharing and diversity represented by the peace pole.  A group of last
year’s grads including Joe Bedree,  Bino Hoffman, Teddy Moser, Ben Siegel,
Lauren Pray,  Chelsea Borgman, Dylan Tennison, Megan Owen, Maya Amoils
and Tarra Williamson helped him lead the group in singing ÒThis Little Light of
Mine.Ó  Members of TNS community who then spoke the message of the peace pole
ÒMay Peace Prevail on EarthÓ in different languages were:  Rebecca Arbona and
Eric Peguero Winter (Spanish), Lei Yu (Chinese), Debbie Weinstein (Hebrew),
Leela Vrishnablendra (Hindi) and George Wadih (Arabic.)  The ceremony ended
with everyone chanting “May Peace Prevail on Earth" in English.  More informa-
tion about the peace pole itself is included on page 1 .

Thanks to Regina Radin and Maria Palermo who chaired this event.  The
following parents helped with set up, clean-up and other details of the festival: Sally
Dannemiller, Mel & Kathleen Bedree, Maryellen Daston, David Tape, Grace
Hill, Madhu Vrishnabhendra, Regina Hodnett, Yiping Wang, Linda Dynan,
Fred & Hope Felton Miller, Barbara Gray, Eric Dustman, Jim Boney, J.D.
Sandipher, Al Beaupre, Gina Angiola, Beth Whelan and Laura Fidler.  Thanks
also to Sue Bortz, Denise Jeavons, Joanna Groden, Beth Cullen-Canarie, Pat
Bauer, Lisa Kagan and Grace Hill who put in a long shift organizing and
monitoring the buffet tables.

Special thanks to John Kogge who provided the evening’s music and to
Polly Whittaker
and Jessica Licis,
the face painting art-
ists (Polly also do-
nated the  face
painting materials.)
Thanks also to Eric
Dustman for the
use of his truck to
bring hay bales,
pumpkins and sun-
flowers to the party.

Thanks! Thanks!
Thanks to John Powers who put in long
hours installing new software on the
school’s computer server in order to
provide enhanced website capacity.
Thanks to Beth Powers whose organi-
zational skills kept the cameras rolling
smoothly on school picture day; thanks
also to Grace Hill for welcome assis-
tance.  Thanks to Tim & Nancy Miller
for donating a freezer to the kitchen.
Thanks to Grace Hill for collecting and
counting spirit wear orders.  Thanks to
Julia Wadih and Nancy Miller who
provided refreshments for Parent Orien-
tation Nights. Special thanks to the
Vrishnabhendras, the Andersons and
the Hodnetts for hosting a lovely dinner
for the Preprimary and administrative
staff on October 12.

Collection of food and clothing for the
FreeStore Foodbank will again be part
of TNS’s Thanksgiving celebration.
Details will be available later but it’s not
too early to begin checking closets and
drawers for good used clothing and other
possible donation items.

Calendar of Coming Events
Friday, November 8 Conferences — no school
Thursday, November 21  Board meeting 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 27 Elementary Thanksgiving
November 29 and 30 Thanksgiving break

Thanksgiving
Reminder

Parents and
Students

 Please check at
home for any
unreturned

books or videos
from TNS

library.



The New School has received two Learning Links
Grants from the Greater Cincinnati Foundation to fund special
projects for the 2002-2003 school year.  North Room Head
Teacher Beth Tracy Kaliski was awarded $500 for “Children
of the Earth,” an addition to the geography curriculum.  South
Room Teacher Shawn DoughertyÕs $400 grant will fund
“The Children’s Peace Quilt,” a creative writing and art
project.

Beth’s goal for the geography curriculum is to add to
existing materials, further enriching the children’s exposure
to the people, the animals and the landforms of the world’s
continents.  Toward that end, some of the money will be used
for a speaker who will teach the kindergartners dances from
the European countries they are studying this year. New
materials related to the animals found on each continent will
be added along with landform structures, which the children
can fill with water and use for hands-on experience with the
world’s diverse physical geography.

Shawn sees the peace quilt (the third project of its
type, which she has done at TNS) as a means for children to
express themes of peace education, community and steward-
ship through writing and mixed-media artwork.  As in past
quilt projects, children will be invited to create their individual
additions to the class quilt, first on paper and then in fabric.
Shawn will work with Preprimary Teacher Alison Boynton to
facilitate the artwork and to compile an album of the stories
dictated by the children about their quilt contributions.  She
summarizes the project this way: “Our quilts carry messages
of hope and relationship to the earth and its creatures.  Chil-
dren learn a multitude of skills in the process, infuse the
classroom with happy focused energy and remember the
experience fondly long after the quilt is completed.”

TNS community appreciates the support offered by
the Greater Cincinnati Foundation through Learning Links
which has funded past projects like Arts Week, additions to
the kindergarten science program, KIWI (the school’s anthol-
ogy of original writing and artwork) and the Preprimary Wild
Bird Habitat.

Dance Teacher Linda Reif is choreographing dance
routines for the upcoming Cincinnati Playhouse production of
“The Bible — the Complete Word of God, Abridged,” which
runs for most of December.  Linda has worked on the
Playhouse’s outreach productions in the past but this is her
first mainstage assignment.  Matt Goebel has taken on the
title of Yard Director for the Preprimary program.  In that
capacity he will maintain the play yard and gardens and
coordinate parent volunteer time on the Preprimary side of the
building. Right now he plans to work with the children during
Extended Day to cover plants and winterize the flower and
herb gardens with leaf mulch.

 9 to 12 Teacher Patti Harper, 6 to 9 Teacher Mandy
Meiners and Preprimary Head Teachers Laura Muntz and
Beth Tracy Kaliski attended a two-day Teacher/Mentor
training program sponsored by the Ohio Association of Inde-
pendent Schools (OAIS.)  The program focused on the
mentoring of new teachers by experienced ones, an important
element in a new teacher’s ability to make the transition from
a provisional teaching license to five year certification. Assis-
tant Director Barbara Gray attended an OAIS business
managers meeting, gathering new ideas about human re-
sources, school law and office administration.

Director Eric Dustman participated in a mentor
training program for principals sponsored by the Ohio
Principal’s Leadership Academy and the Ohio Department of
Education in Columbus.  In November, he will be in Chicago
for an ISACS conference.  Eric wants to recognize Assistant
Director Barbara Gray and Office Manager Beth Barton for
their efforts in gaining the approval of the Ohio Department of
Education in a recent review of the school’s accounting
procedures.

On Friday, October 25, the entire staff met for an
InService Day.  The primary focus was on the status of the
ISACS accreditation process and plans for this year.  Last
year, all of the staff was involved in the self-evaluation step,
which involved compilation of a detailed analysis of all of the
school’s operations.  This year, that evaluation will be the
basis of recommendations by a visiting team of teachers and
adminstrators from other independent schools.

Schoolhouse Symphony
On Thursday, October 24, six musicians associated

with the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra presented a “School-
house Symphony” for all Preprimary children.  The program
highlighted each of the six instruments in the group — the
violin, cello, clarinet, flute, French horn and tuba.  Pieces like
“Beauty and the Beast” and the cat’s theme from “Peter and
the Wolf” were familiar to many of the children while Saint
Saens’ “Danse Macabre” introduced some Halloween themes.
TNS has taken advantage of this program for a number of
years — more Schoolhouse Symphony concerts will be offered
during the school year. (Photo left by J. Staubitz.)

News From the Staff
Learning Links Grants



News From 3 to 6, 6 to 9 and 9 to 12  Classrooms
6 to 9 students

saw a special presenta-
tion of “Wonderful
Rocks" During a recent
field trip to the Natural
History Museum.  The
trip offered a perfect
connection to the geol-
ogy curriculum which
began with a study of
the “Big Bang” earlier
this year.  Thanks to
Beth Powers for orga-
nizing the field trip drivers, Susan
Martell-Adams, Bonnie Burte, Lisa
Kagan, John Powers, Nancy Miller,
Helen Adams, Regina Radin, Hank
Rappaport, Kathy Collins and Lei Yu.
Thanks also to Chaz Button and Matt
Goebel  who shared their knowledge of
rock classification with the third year
students.

The class is studying reptiles in
zoology lessons.  Thanks to Alex
Sturbaum for bringing in his garter
snake and to Tim Miller for sharing his
boa constrictor with the class.  Thanks to
John Hutton for donating a copy of
“How Animals Saved the People,”
autographed by illustrator James
Ransome.  Thanks to Susan Martell
Adams for reading with students in the
study and morning room; thanks to Julia
Wadih for collecting Scholastic Book
orders.  Thanks to swimming volunteers
and drivers Bonnie Burte, Chaz But-
ton, Kathy Collins, Joanna Groden,
Lisa Kagan, Mike Lamba, Chris Lenz,
Jessica Licis, Susan Martell-Adams
and Claudia Reilly.

Kindergartners visited the Civic
Garden Center (September 27) and
Krohn Conservatory (October 18) as
part of their science curriculum (photo
this page.) The children identified fa-
miliar plants, learned new ones and fol-
lowed the hiking trail from the Conser-
vatory to Mirror Lake.  A large ever-
green tree offered the perfect setting for
teacher Sunny Rhein to tell a Shawnee
story about children using pine needles
and cones as toys.  Debbie WeinsteinÕs
cultural geograpy lessons with the kin-
dergartners have focused on the British
Isles this past month.  Thanks to the
following who visited those lessons: Alex
MillerÕs dad and grandparents (Wales),
Anka CanarieÕs nanny (English tea),
Andrew Jeavons (royalty).  Thanks also
to Elise VanWoensel for bringing lav-
ender and to Sofia Goodman for shar-
ing Irish articles and a lavender wand.

Third year students have begun
mentoring in the Preprimary classrooms
on Mondays.  The older students read
stories to the younger children, listen to
them as they practice reading and help
them with their work.  Preprimary Head
Teacher Beth Tracy Kaliski reports that
the older students exhibit a real sense of
pride in this work and the Preprimary
children really miss their “helpers” when
they are gone.  Margaret Kellar has
started weekly Spanish lesson with the
Preprimary children.

Thanks to the Kellars for the
new goldfish and assorted pet supplies,
to the Gross-Huttons for the book about
Ohio and to Vicki Young for ordering
vertebrate resource books.  Thanks to
Julia Wadih for chaperoning the Civic
Garden Center trip.  Thanks to Chris-
tine Jeavons for the puzzles and to
Regina Radin for shirts.  Thanks to the
Powers, Peguero-Winters, Van
Woensels, Youngs, Sayles-Whalens,
Cosco-Dannemillers, Katkins,
Combs-Kashdans, Ewings,  and
Schwartz-Kinoshitas for a variety of
classroom materials.

Sixth year students are studying the skel-
etal system in Human biology in prepa-
ration for their traditional Halloween
rendition of “Dem Bones.”  Fourth year
history lessons are centered around the
earth’s pre-historic development.  Some
students are working on a large, colorful
timeline of the eras of plant and animal
development over time (photo above by
J. Staubitz.)  Amira Siddiqi and Natania
Hoffman are working together to fea-
ture a “Person of the Week.”  They will
post a display each week in the Annex
hallway including an interview and pic-
ture of the chosen student or teacher.  On
Monday, November 25, the class will
attend “Music Around the World” at the
Aronoff Center.  Many thanks to
Kathleen Bedree, Grace Hill and
Nancy Miller who have been filling in
while Mendy Hyatt-Hensley is on ma-
ternity leave.  Thanks also to swimming
volunteers and drivers Scott Campbell,
J.D. Sandipher, John Erhardt, Jeff
Mossbarger, Jim Turner, Albert
Beaupre, George Wadih and Anne
Daniels.

Preprimary
classes need
boxes (like

cereal boxes) for
the gerbils to

chew on, an auto
focus 35mm
camera with

zoom capability
and 35mm film

(100 or 200
ASA)



Special Programs
Dance Teacher Linda Reif in-

structs Elementary students in the basics
of movement during weekly classes.  Her
goal is to relate dance and movement to
other classroom studies which leads to
some very creative activities.  6 to 9
students are relating dance to rock cycles.
(No, not ªrockº as in rock Ôn roll ±
ªrockº as in pebbles, stones and boul-
ders.)  After learning about the forma-
tion of rocks in geology lessons, the
students developed dances portraying
the metamorphic, igneous and sedimen-
tary processes.  They also incorporated
their study of fossils into dance, all of
which tied into a recent field trip to the
Museum Center.  Fourth and fifth year
students are creating movement routines
based on their studies of early man while
sixth year dances relate to exploration
and mapping.  All of the 9 to 12 students
are also working on designer dances,
starting with designs on paper and de-
veloping dance routines from those de-
signs.

TNS's Extended Day program insures
full day childcare for working families.
This fall, in addition to the traditional
Ex-Day, a series of after school enrich-
ment programs was offered for all El-
ementary children.  The first seven-week
session was so well received that a sec-
ond session, running from November 18
through January 24, is planned.  Options
for group classes include acting, chess,
art, cooking, fencing, guitar, science and
yoga while individual piano lessons are
also available.  Registration forms de-
tailing, dates, times and fees have been
sent home ± extras are available in the
office.  Because of space restrictions, the
size of most of these programs is limited,
so early registration is advised.

Art Teacher Robin Hartmann
invites everyone to enjoy the
ªmonsterpiecesº hanging in the Man-
sion stairway art gallery.  Students cre-
ated their own monstrous versions of
famous masterpieces in this recent art
project.  6 to 9 students also finished
making haunted houses and are now
imitating the style of Jasper Johns, a
contemporary artist whose paintings
were based on numbers (photo right by
J. Staubitz.)  9 to 12 students are explor-
ing the work of Chuck Close; 6th year is
also creating Native American head-
pieces and artifacts for a presentation
Robin will be making at the Cincinnati
Art Museum.  Thanks to all the class-
room volunteers who make the art classes
run so smoothly.

Extended Day Adds New Activities
TNS's Elementary Extended Day staff has lots of new ideas this year that

make the time between 3:00 and 6:00 fun and interesting.  Ex-Day coordinator Dan
Horn organizes lively, inclusive games of ªCapture the Flag,º football, soccer and
ªBatter-On-the-Bounce.º  He is working with J. White, Preprimary Ex-Day
coordinator, on providing opportunities for kindergartners to join some of these
games is the wider, more open Elementary play space.  Other outdoor activities
include a ªClean Up the Woodsº project when Dan and Ex-Day volunteers will
patrol the woods for litter sometime in November.

Kristene Templeton has taken charge of the Arts and Crafts program, and
the Ex-Day room is already decorated with the results.  Among the projects
underway or completed are the creation of Halloween trick-or-treat bags, paper
chains and pictures, dancing witches, door knob decorations and masks.  The
children have also made friendship bracelets, treasure boxes and puffball animals.
Kristene has also worked with the Preprimary children in Extended Day, making
leaf collages, hand collages and trick-or-treat bags.  She plans to build future
projects around holiday and seasonal themes.

Preprimary Assistant and Yard Coordinator Matt Goebel is also taking
time out from his duties in Preprimary Extended Day to offer sketching lessons to
Elementary Ex-Day students.  Matt majored in fine arts at the School for the
Creative and Performing Arts and has always enjoyed drawing and sketching.  He
has already provided an introduction to sketching and has set up several still life
arrangements for the students to draw.  In their pencil sketches, the students are
learning techniques of light and dark shading with great results.  These lessons are
available on Wednesday afternoons at no extra charge to all Elementary Ex-Day
students ± no advance sign-up is necessary.  So far, many of them have taken
advantage of the opportunity and Matt plans a display of their work soon.

Students and staff in Ex-Day want to acknowledge Lauren Evans who has
assisted in the program for the first two months of the school year.  Lauren will be
doing some substitute teaching and organizing an after-school science club later in
November.  Dan also wants to thank Jonathan Howells for helping to decorate the
Ex-Day room and he appreciates everyone's respect for the Ex-Day materials and
space.

After School Clubs,
Classes Continue

Spanish students will be study-
ing the Mexican holiday Day of the
Dead at the end of October and begin-
ning of November.  Teacher Jonathan
Howells wants to announce that there
will be a Day of the Dead celebration at
the Cinergy Children's Museum on
November 2 and 3 from 1:00 to 2:00
p.m.  The event will be held in the

(contd.) ªChildren Just Like Meº ex-
hibit area and will include several crafts
related to the holiday.  Thanks to Garrett
Oester for his birthday book donation of
ªSi le das un Panecillo a un Alceº (ªIf
You Give a Moose a Muffin.º)


