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Contracts for the 2003-2004
school year will be mailed to all cur-
rent TNS families during the first
week of February.  As always, we
have many new families interested in
TNS for next year; but our first prior-
ity is to provide space for children
currently at TNS who want to con-
tinue in our program.  To facilitate
the enrollment process, please return
all contracts by the February 15 dead-
line.  If special circumstances exist,
please discuss the situation with Bar-
bara Gray before the 15th.

Many thanks to the many families
who contributed to this yearÕs staff
holiday gift.  We all appreciate your
generosity and thoughtfulness very
much.

Open House Feb. 2

Contracts Due Feb. 15

Thanks from the Staff

Tuition Aid Applications for the
2003/04 school year are due by Feb-
ruary 15 so they can be submitted to
an outside financial aid service for
review.  Tuition aid is not automati-
cally renewed from year to year;
forms are available from Beth Barton
in the office.

Tuition Aid 2003-04

Montessori parents of preschoolers
and Elementary age children always
wonder how TNS grads fare in the
transition to junior high and high
school.  The program ÒIs There Life
After The New School?Ó features a
discussion of issues like homework,
big and small schools and social life
by TNS grads who now attend both
public and private secondary schools.
This yearÕs ÒLife After TNSÓ will be
held on Wednesday, February 12
from 7:00 to 8:00 in the Growing
Room.  DonÕt miss this lively and
informative evening.  (P.S.This event
is geared for parents of all age chil-
dren but will be of most interest to
children in the 9 to 12 class.  Childcare
for younger children is provided.)

News From the January Board Meeting
Much of the January board meeting focused on the budget for the

2003-2004 school year.  Projected expenses for next year follow a predict-
able pattern although there will be a large increase in staff health insurance
premiums.  To cover the expected increase in expenses, the board approved
a tuition increase comparable to those of the past few years.  The increase will
apply to programs at all levels.

Director Eric Dustman reported that the Diversity committee con-
tinues to meet monthly.  The committee is formulating diversity goals for the
school and hopes to institute a series of parent forums about diversity related
issues at TNS.  Eric notes that the committee meetings, which are open to all
TNS parents and staff, provide a great forum for idea sharing.

Eric also reported that students in kindergarten through grade 6 took
the Terra Nova achievement tests during the week of January 27.  Teachers
expect to have results in time for spring progress reports and conferences.

TNS will welcome prospective new
families at an Open House on Sun-
day February 2 from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m.  All of the school buildings will
be open, and staff and parents will be
available to answer questions and
talk about our programs.  If you have
a friend, relative or co-worker who
might be interested in TNS for next
year, encourage them to attend.

Auction Update
On Saturday, March 1, the ªBlooms
In Springº Auction will fill TNS
with flowers and excitement.  Invita-
tions will be mailed in early Febru-
ary so mark your calendar, line up a
babysitter and invite your friends to
join you for a great evening.  In
addition to great food and interesting
people, TNS Auction offers the
chance to bid on an array of tempting
items from concert tickets to vaca-
tions to special dinners to unique
activities for your child. The Auc-
tion committee is counting on every
family for a donation worth at least
$50.  Donation ideas and forms are in
the lobby Ð please make your dona-
tion by February 14.  Call Ann
Abbott  or Beth Cullen Canarie to
volunteer for an Auction committee.
P.S. Elementary students and par-
ents will be selling Raffle Tickets
soon Ð we hope preprimary parents
will buy them from the Elementary
students or contact Peggy
Mossbarger at 321-9503 if you want
to buy and/or sell tickets.

"Life After  TNS"



Sunday, February 2 Open House 2:00 to 4:00
Wednesday February 12Life After TNS  7 p.m.
Monday, February 17 President's Day holiday
Thursday, February 20 Board Meeting 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 1 Auction!!!!!

Calendar of Upcoming Events

9 to 12 assistant Mendy Hyatt-Hensley recently re-
turned to TNS from her maternity leave.  She offers the
following thank yous.  ªThe New School has been the
most supporting environment during my initiation to
motherhood!  Thank you to Eric for being understanding.
To my team of teachers, Laura, Ceara and Patti, and the
entire TNS staff, thank you for your generosity and
interest. Thanks to the many supportive parents, to Lauren
Evans who worked for me and to the great 9 to 12
students.  I love being at such a wonderful place.  My
family, Jack and Soyer, thank you too."

The late winter session of TNS after school clubs begins
the week of February 3.  Students will have the opportu-
nity to do acting, jewelry making, cooking, fencing and
a variety of other activities through that program.  TNS
Director Eric Dustman is already working on ideas for
the spring session which will begin in April.  He wants to
offer some different clubs in the spring with an emphasis
on outdoor activities.  Eric is looking for parent input
about clubs which would appeal to their children's inter-
ests; he would particularly like to hear from the parents
of girls since a majority of this session's club participants
are boys.

After -School Club News

The New School book club held its first meeting on
Thursday, January 9.  Thirteen parents and staff mem-
bers discussed Mel Levine's book ªA Mind at a Time,º
which outlines the various skills required for learning
and the different ways in which people learn.  His ideas
generated so much discussion that the group decided to
extend the topic until the next meeting on Tuesday,
February 11.  Whether or not you attended the January
meeting, you are welcome to come to the February
meeting at 7 p.m. in the Growing Room.  As a reminder,
this is an adult event.  Completion of the entire book is
not a requirement.  (In fact, another reason for continuing
the book for another month is that everyone wanted time
to finish reading it.)  Thanks to Robin Hartmann for
organizing the club and making such a thought-provok-
ing book selection.

TNS Parent Book Club

Thanks From Mendy

Staff News
Art Teacher Robin Hartmann has been teaching paint-
ing classes for a group of adults with special needs.  One
of her students will have work featured at the Base Art
Gallery on Main Street beginning Friday, January 31 and
running for a month.  Margaret Kellar  joined the full
time Preprimary teaching staff in early January.
Preprimary parents and students already knew Margaret
as a part-time Spanish teacher and mother of Paul.  What
many people may not know is that she began at TNS as
an intern in the 6 to 9 class in 1986 (at the age of 12.)  She
continued teaching in the 6 to 9 class, became Head
Teacher in 1990 and remained there until daughter
Francine was born in 2001.  Margaret brings a wide
variety of cultural experiences as well as a teaching
background to the 3 to 6 class Ð she has lived in the
Philippines, Mexico, Spain and Japan and speaks both
Spanish and Japanese.

Congratulations to the Giglia-Collins family.
Rosie and Molly  have a new baby brother
named Jack.

Congratulations!!!



3 to 6 News
Lessons in Safety and Health

are being incorporated into the
preprimary late afternoon program.
Teacher Sunny Rhein has been fo-
cused on Safety recently with les-
sons in car safety, biking and walk-
ing safety and dealing with strangers.
Health lessons are still in the plan-
ning stages.

Teacher Shawn Dougherty
is working with South Room chil-
dren on another quilt project.  This
year's quilt features endangered ani-
mals, especially birds, and the safe
haven provided for them in TNS play
yard.  The quilt background will be
TNS yard and woods with a silhou-
ette of the school in the middle.  When
the school is removed, the quilt be-
comes a puppet show stage.  The
children have dictated stories and
designed birds and other animals from
those stories.  Soon Shawn will help
them convert the animals to simple
stick puppets.  The children will use
the animal puppets along with pup-
pets of themselves to perform their
stories.  Uncredited Preprimary pho-
tos in this newsletter  are from Shawn.

6 to 9 students' colorful rainforest
illustrations of Lynn Cherry's ªUn-
der the Kapok Treeº are hanging in
the mansion stairway art gallery.  First
year has been studying the parts of
the insect.  The entire 6 to 9 class
enjoyed a performance of ªThe Song
and Dance of the Andes' at the
Aronoff Center.  The music inspired
a lot of rhythmic movement and clap-
ping.  Thanks to Dean Oester for
donating a number of calendars with
beautiful photos from around the
world.  Thanks to Polly Whittaker
for presenting ªExperience Wildlifeº
to each of the 6 to 9 homerooms.  Her
fascinating presentation included
close-up observation of live animals
and hands-on  nature experiences.
The class is looking for parents to
help with maintenance of the Elemen-
tary garden in the woods; please con-
tact one of the teachers if you are
interested.  Jill  Staubitz©s photos
from the 6 to 9 winter plays appear in
this newsletter.

6 to 9 News

9 to 12 News
9 to 12 students enjoyed their

December study of India Ð Robin
Hartmann©s photos of their Indian
feast are included in this newsletter.
Thanks to Grace Hill  and Julia
Wadih who generously allowed the
class to prepare the feast in their
kitchens and to Robin Hartmann
for planning art projects to support
the studies. Thanks Terri Schnorr
for continued help with Friday fold-
ers.  The class wants to offer a special
thanks to Office Manager Beth
Barton for the countless ways she
supports teachers, parents and stu-
dents.  Much of her work goes on
behind the scenes but everything Beth
does makes a big difference in TNS’s
daily operations.

Cultural geography studies in
February and March will focus on
survival customs and adaptations by
the people of North America, Europe
and the Islands.  Students will each
choose one of the three areas and
research one of the survival chal-
lenges of that area (e.g. location,
weather, geography, historical/politi-
cal situations, natural disasters, etc.)
In March,  students will make pre-
sentations of their research.

The art department is busy with  preparations for the Auction.  A variety of furniture pieces are currently in process.
Students are all working on the seventh annual Auction quilt which will be in Keith Haring style.  Haring, a New
York City artist, is famous for his graffiti style subway drawings.  Each child is designing and stitching a quilt square
modeled on his work.   The study of Haring branched into a combined art/dance project in which half of the students
danced and posed while the other half drew the dancers.  (Drawings are hanging outside the Growing Room.)  Thanks
to Kathy Collins, Beth Cullen Canarie and Patti Walters for their help.

Elementary Special Programs



As of January 24, Annual Giving 2002-03 topped $70,000 with the support of the generous contributors listed below. In
addition to current parents, we have received gifts from about 30 members of TNS’s extended family – alumni parents,
grandparents and friends. We really appreciate your help – many, many thanks from The New School’s children, staff and
Board of Trustees.

Mansion Society
Patrick Borders & Helen Adams

Sandra Gross & John Hutton
Jim & Susan Boney

Anonymous
Grace & Brian Hill

Friends of the Children
John & Beth Powers

Melvin & Kathleen Bedree
Michael Thomas & Megan Kessler

Frank Satogata & Heather Hallenberg
Madhu & Leela Vrishnabhendra
Matthew Clemens & Laura Bolte

Richard & Lisa Nisenbaum Kagan
Joseph Giglia & Kathy Collins

Dan Schimberg
Tim & Nancy Miller

Melvin Gibson

New School Associate
Robert Siegel & Claudia Reilly Lei Yu & Yiping Wang Paul Patterson & Sylvia Mitchell
Daryl & Regina Hodnett Michael Schwartz & Maria Palermo George & Maryellen Daston
Tariq Siddiqi & Elizabeth Clark Richard & Lisa Kagan Michael & Kym Nelson
Alan Schwartz & Kay Kinoshita William Smith & Wendy Parker Arn & Sue Bortz
Paul Muller & Terri Schnorr Steve Slack & Lisa Haglund Doug Krejsa & Dotty Schaffer
Gregory Sayles & Elizabeth Whelan Frank Tils & Yvonne Aeckerle Tils

Sponsor
Kerry & Bonnie Burte Andrew Jeavons Denise Jeavons
Paul & Dolly Varland Joel & Dorotea Hoffman David & Marjorie Aaron
Christopher & Beth Cullen Canarie Neil & Kimberly Poore-Moser Keith Thurman & Virgina Reid
Kenneth Katkins & Linda Dynan Egbert & Estrelita Powell Brooks & Beth Ewing
Karl Stukenberg & Christine Mayhall James & Leah Turner George & Julia Wadih
Donglu & Ping Shi Michael Lamba & Sandra Dickens
Rick Anderson & Paige von Hoffmann

Helping Hand
Polly Whittaker Karl & Donna Grummich Lorrence Kellar
James & Barbara Powers Andrea Okun & Andrew Callahan Walter Koch
Buzz Scannella & Robyn Breiman Wilson & Alice Palmer Fred & Margery Gass
Beth Barton Tony & Josie Russo Mitch Cohen & Robin Harvey
Rosalie Van Nuis in memory of Pieter Ron & Rusty Girouard Jerry & Gerry Kaminski
Janet Smith Larry & Kathy Schwab Mark & Bridget Mitchell
John Warrington Joy Kashdan Glaser Eric & Rene Dustman
Lucille Clark Joy Bossman Charles Button & Beth Caruso
Nathan Martell Joseph & Judith Caruso Richard & Vanessa Wayne
Harry & Molly Whittaker Bruce & Carol Kramberg Walker Jerry & Layemi Cline-Bailey

Update on Annual Giving 2002-03
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