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News From the March Board MeetingMemorial  April 6
A memorial service for Kate Wood will be
held at TNS in the Growing Room on Sun-
day, April 6 at 2:00 p.m. New School fami-
lies are welcome to join KateÕs family and
friends at this service.  Those attending are
asked to bring light refreshments to share.
Barbara and Horatio Wood, KateÕs parents,
have established a Kate Wood Logan Me-
morial Scholarship at TNS.  An envelope for
contributions to this fund is in the office.

Conferences April 11
Parent conferences will be held on Friday,
April 11.  There is no school that day but
childcare will be available between 8 and 3
while parents are attending conferences.

Plant Sale May 5
It's garden time again and TNS is the perfect
place to get your annuals, perennials and
vegetable plants.  The 9 to 12 Class Plant
Sale begins Monday, May 5 and will run
through Friday, May 9 or until the last plant
has found a home.  The sale offers top quality
plants at great prices - buy early in the week
for the best selection.  Details will be sent
home soon - contact Peggy Mossbarger
with questions.

Summer Program
Applications for TNS Summer Program will
be available soon.  The program lasts for 8
weeks beginning June 9; during that time the
school is open for children from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. with a 1:00 pick-up option for 3
and 4 year olds.  Program I serves 3 and 4
year old children enrolled at TNS for the fall
of 2003; Program II serves 5, 6 and 7 year
olds (i.e. those entering grades K, 1 and 2 in
the fall.)  The cost for the full day is $225 per
week; the shorter day is $150 per week and
both include lunch and snacks.  Space is
limited and acceptance is on a first-come,
first-served basis.

Watch for KIWI
The fifth edition of ÒKIWIÓ (Kids Imagina-
tive Writing Ideas) will be sent home before
spring break.  This year's collection of origi-
nal writing and artwork by TNS students
from all three levels includes prose, poetry,
limericks, acrostics, haikus and more.  One
copy will be sent home for each family; extra
copies will be available in the office.

This year's American Montessori Society National Conference will be held at the Northern
Kentucky Convention Center from May 1 through 4.  Last year's Preprimary quilt project
based around the gingko tree has provided the event's theme, ÒMontessori in Action: Seeds
of Stewardship.Ó  TNS is hosting a tour for conference attendees on May 1 as one of the
scheduled events.  On Saturday, May 3 a parent workshop is offered from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00
p.m.  Sessions concerning child development, learning styles, testing and many other
current issues are included in the program.  Information is available on the AMS website
at www.amshq.org.

AMS Conference May 1 - 4 Includes TNS Tour

4th and 5th year students leaving for Cleveland.
(photo by Jill Staubitz)

Director Eric Dustman and his wife Renee
want to thank everyone who attended and/or
contributed to their baby shower on Friday,
March 28.  They really appreciate all of the
good wishes from TNS community.  Special
thanks to Barbara Gray, Maria Palermo,
Hope Felton-Miller and Maryellen Daston
for organizing the party.  Thanks also to
Dotty Shaffer and Susan Martell-Adams
for their kind donations to the growing
Dustman family.

Thanks From Eric

At the March board meeting, President Mel Bedree presented proposed changes to
the by-laws, which specify the organization and operation of TNS's Board of Trustees.  The
last by-law update was done over ten years ago.  Thanks to Mel, these changes will bring
the by-laws into alignment with current legal requirements for an organization of this type.

Assistant Director Barbara Gray presented an updated emergency action plan for
the school.  This plan incorporates current recommendations for safety in schools and other
public buildings.  Barbara reported on enroll-
ment for the 2003-04 school year Ð there is a
waiting list for Preprimary while openings still
exist at the elementary levels. She also noted
that TNS recently received a $70 donation
through  the ÒTarget Take Charge of Education
School FundraisingÓ program.

The Board wishes to again thank all
of the current parents, grandparents, alumni
and friends who have contributed to this year's
Annual Giving fund.  Thanks to John and
Cindy Amneus for their gift, received after the
last newsletter.   As a reminder, all unpaid
Annual Giving pledges are due now as they are
needed for this year's operating budget.

The Long Range Planning Committee is moving ahead with their creation of a
vision for TNS's future.  The committee has scheduled a retreat for April 5.  Work is
continuing on the expansion of funding for the New School Operating Endowment Ð thanks
to Betty and Bob Brown of Comey and Shepherd for their donation to the endowment .
Election chair Maria Palermo  has distributed packets for nominations to the Board for terms
beginning in May of 2003.  Packets need to be returned by Friday, April 4 and interested
candidates are invited to attend the board meeting on April 10 at 7:00 p.m.  Ballots will be
mailed out the week of April 20.



ISACS/AMS Team Enjoys Stay at TNS
�

he ISACS/AMS team visit to TNS made the week of March 10 an interesting,
exciting and busy time for TNS community.  On Sunday evening, the seven team members
enjoyed a tour of the school followed by dinner in the Growing Room with board members
and staff.  Thanks to Myra Daugherty and Jessica Licis for a beautiful and delicious buffet
and to alumni parent Buzz ScannellaÕs Madison Trio for a wonderful musical accompani-
ment. (Photo below of staff and ISACS team members below by Jill Staubitz).

After two days of classroom observations and meetings with staff and board
members, the visiting team compiled their full report, which will be submitted to both ISACS
and the American Montessori Society.  Team leader Susan Devetski-Hamilton gave a brief
summary of the process at a meeting of the full staff and board on Wednesday, March 12.
She reported that the team had had a most enjoyable stay and said “we loved the school and
it is clear you love the school.”

According to ISACS rules, Susan was only permitted to report the team's three
major commendations and its three major recommendations for TNS.  The team commended
TNS for its “delightful, well-prepared students,” noting the “purposeful effort by the faculty
to foster and channel children’s natural curiosity.”  The second commendation was for the
“extremely devoted parent community” and the “countless hours” of volunteer time, which
supports TNS.  The third commendation was for the faculty and administration for its
“creativity, expertise, devotion and collegial work” in the successful implementation of the
Montessori philosophy.

The team’s three recommendations included: a comprehensive review of the
school’s physical facilities as input to a long range plan for use of the space; a review of the
administrative structure and the adequacy of the school’s support personnel and a full, formal
audit of all of the financial aspects of the school.  (TNS finances are submitted for an annual
review rather than a full audit, which is already in progress.)  The team’s detailed analysis
of the school’s operations and the rulings of ISACS and AMS on TNS’s request for
accreditation should be available sometime in June.

Thanks to everyone who provided input  to the self-study document which served
as the guide for the team visit.  Special thanks to alumni parent Sandra Kohn whose

expertise in shepherding the pro-
cess along was invaluable.  Thanks
also to everyone who provided sup-
port and helped make the team's
visit such a warm, friendly experi-
ence.  Special thanks to Fred Miller
and Susan Martell for hosting and
transporting our guests, to Kathleen
Bedree and Barbara Gray for ar-
ranging accommodations and wel-
come packets and to Renee
Dustman who made decorative
bags for the welcome packets.

TNS students at all three levels will enjoy
musical performances this spring.  9 to 12
students will travel to Music Hall for a
Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra program
on Wednesday, April 9 while 6 to 9 will
attend the performance on Thursday, April
10.  3 to 6 students will have the music
brought to them in the final Schoolhouse
Symphony concert of the year on Wednes-
day, May 14.Elementary Art News

Springtime Activites in Extended Day

Let©s Do Lunch
As part of the ISACS/AMS team

visit, the 9 to 12 Student Board and six
representatives of the 6 to 9 class joined
visiting team members Debbie Kelley and
Connie Richardson for lunch in the Annex
(photo above by Jill Staubitz.)   The students
attending were Geoff Maher, Lizard
Erhardt, Amira Siddiqi, Jake Allison,
Emily Cosco, Josh Turner, Livi Logan,
Aliya Siddiqi, Jeremy Siegel, Adam
Schwartz, Cyrus Khalily and Baseemah
Rucker.

  During lunch, the students of-
fered opinions about their favorite things at
TNS - ideas ranged from community atmo-
sphere, helpful teachers, good food, recess,
wonderful space, quality lessons and good
books.  Debbie and Connie welcomed the
students' questions also and everyone en-
joyed the experience.

Music Hath Charms. . .

In Elementary Art classes, 6 to 9 students
learned about Alexander Calder and created their own
wire sculptures.  All elementary students have de-
signed ªLook Alikes,º which are three dimensional
house fronts made from recycled materials.  They are
on display in the Growing Room.  Third year students
have started on their Mesoamerican projects while 9 to
12 have started on an optical illusions project.

Thanks to Patti Walters, Regina Radin,
Beth Cullen Canarie, Nancy Miller, Shawna Khalily
and Maryellen Daston for help in the classroom.  The
class is looking for old shoes, shoe boxes, telephone
wire, yogurt cups and styrofoam plates for future
projects.

During Elementary Extended Day, students are working on the garden
areas near the dumpster and along the walkway to the Growing Room.  3 to 6 yard
Director Matt Goebel is assisting in the project.  ExDay Coordinator Dan Horn
welcomes suggestions and/or donations of appropriate plants for these areas.
April 2 was ªClean Up the Woods Dayº as a further effort to get ready for more
outdoor activity.  In addition, Dan is compiling a photo collection of ExDay past
and present - everyone is invited to view the display.  Kristene Templeton
worked with students to paint both ends of the game shelf in the ExDay room.
Outdoor games and other spring activities are planned for the rest of the year.
Thanks to the Andersons and the Powers family (Brett and Ian) for magazine
donations, the Molloys for a plant donation and the Norris family for posters.



The March 28 staff InService Day program
featured a presentation by the Preprimary
staff.  The presentation reviewed and ex-
panded on the way in which the Montessori
philosophy is incorporated into the curricu-
lum for 3 to 6 year olds.  Director Eric
Dustman noted that one of TNS’s  primary
goals is to offer continuity of programming
and philosophy from the 3 to 6 level to 6 to
9 and on through 9 to 12.    While formal staff
meetings and informal interaction promote
that goal throughout the school year, a meet-
ing of this type reaffirms that continuity and
generates ideas for enhancing transitions
among the three levels. Thanks to Maryellen
Daston, Dotty Shaffer, Julia Wadih and
Shawna Khalily for serving a delicious
breakfast to start the day.

Sixth year students will present their
senior projects on Friday, May 16, begin-
ning at 7:00 p.m. in the Growing Room.
These presentations and the written research
documents on which they are based repre-
sent a significant part of the sixth year cur-
riculum at TNS.  Designed as a culmination
of the 6-year elementary learning process,
students bring together research, writing,
editing and organizational skills developed
over the years as they explore a topic of their
choice.  From the written research, each
student designs a 5 to 10 minute presenta-
tion, with visual aids for fellow students,
teachers, parents, family and friends.

Specifics about this year’s topics
will appear in the next newsletter - rest
assured this year’s students continue the
tradition of  choosing an eclectic and inter-
esting array of subjects.  One final note: in
respect for the work of these students, we ask
that the audience be limited to adults, 9 to 12
students and only those 6 to 9 students ca-
pable of sitting quietly for as much as 1 1/2
hours.  Preprimary students and most 6 to 9
students will enjoy this type of program
more when they are older.

3 to 6 Class News
On March 14, a Vietnamese couple

brought traditional Vietnamese instruments
to TNS and performed for the preprimary
children.  March 25, North Room children
helped Kitchen Manager Myra Daugherty
make quesadillas for lunch.  They also  ar-
ranged family plates of carrots and jello
cubes (photo at right by Jill Staubitz.)  Next
month South Room students will have their
turn in the kitchen.

Kindergartners have started their
eight weeks of swimming for the spring.
They are also enjoying spring field trips to
places like Avon Woods, the Omnimax and
the zoo.  Thanks to Steve Slack, Ann Abbott,
Julian Wuerth, Anita Cherry  and Alan
Schwartz for driving to Avon Woods .

Thank you to the following people
for donations of materials, spare clothing
and/or pet supplies for the classroom: Vir-
ginia Reid, Dottie Shaffer, the Hodnetts,
the Andersons, the Katkins, the van
Woensels, the Felton-Millers , the
Kashdan-Combs family, John Powers and
the Wuerths.  The Preprimary classes could
use a digaital thermometer, various types of
bird seed (including thistle) and boxes for
the gerbils to chew on.

9 to 12 Class News
The 9 to 12 Class has just returned

from two successful class trips.  Fourth and
fifth year students spent three days in Cleve-
land while sixth year spent five days in
Washington, D.C. (photos by John Powers.)
Prior to these trips, students do extensive
research into the history, landmarks and
museums of their destination so they arrive
well prepared.  Many thanks to the parent
chaperones on these trips: Willie Johnson,
George Wadih, Karl Fricke, Geoff Calvert
and Dawn Spring Toglia (Cleveland) and
John Powers, Arthur Sturbaum and Grace
Hill (D.C.)  Special thanks to Grace who
also handled the logistics of the Washington
trip - a major organizational feat.  In addition
to completing their trip research, 9 to 12
students are making  final presentations on
their study of the three primary religions of
India on April 8.  Articles about Senior
projects and the student board, other 9 to 12
activities, appear in this newsletter.

Senior Projects May 16

Congratulations to third year student Jeremy Siegel who won in
his age group at the Circle of Stars Gymnastics Competition in Indianapo-
lis on February 22.  Over 2000 young gymnasts competed at this meet;
Jeremy is a member of the Queen City Men's Gymnastics Team.

In answer to a number of requests, 3 to 6 Teacher Shawn
Dougherty has provided a current mailing address for her son Jesse Busch
(TNS grad ’89) who is serving in the military.  She notes that he would
enjoy receiving the good wishes of TNS community sent to: PFC Busch,
Jesse; C Co. 54th EN BN; APO AE 09302-1352.

Personal News

Spring after school clubs begin the week of April 7.  Among the
offerings are quiet activities like art, jewelry making and
strategic gaming and physical activities like fencing, basketball
and yoga.  Acting and science club are continuing as are
individual piano lessons.  There will be no classes during spring
break week.

Spring Clubs

Staff Meets for InService Day

3 to 6 Head Teacher Beth Tracy Kaliski  is
taking a multi-session ªCognitive Coach-
ingº workshop which began in February and
runs through June.  3 to 6 Teacher Shawn
Dougherty will present the gingko tree quilt
project at the AMS conference in early May.
(See related article.)  Art Teacher Robin
Hartmann and her collection of Pinocchio
puppets were featured in an Enquirer article
recently.  6 to 9 Teacher Mandy Meiners is
engaged to a fellow XU graduate, Andy
Crouch, and will be married at Bellarmine
Chapel on May 29, 2004.  Andy delivered
his surprise proposal at TNS .

Staff News

Thanks to Lei Yu for his presenta-
tion about China to the third year students.
Thanks to Chris Lenz for providing our new
guinea pigs bedding and food and to Julia
Wadih for cutting labels and handling Scho-
lastic Book orders.  Thanks to Bonnie Burte,
Maria Palermo, Susan Martell-Adams,
Sara Beaven and Helen Adams for indi-
vidual work with 6 to 9 students.

Following an annual tradition, third
year students are working with 6 to 9 Head
Teacher Mary Ohlinger Pray   in research-
ing how an ancient civilization met its fun-
damental human needs.  This  year's class
will be studying the Mesoamerican cultures
of the period from 1200 B.C. to 1520 A.D.,
specifically the Olmec, Maya, Toltec and
Aztec Native Americans.  Presentation of
the research and a special ªFiestaº for stu-
dents and parents will be held on Friday,
May 23 at 1:00. 6 to 9 Spanish Teacher
Jonathan Howells says thanks to Brett
Powers for donating books in Spanish and
to Brista Phillips for the Spanish cassette
and activity booklet.

6 to 9 Class News



Calendar of Events
Friday April 11 Conferences - no school
April 14 thru 18 Spring Break
Monday, May 5 Plant Sale begins
Wednesday, May 7 Grandparents/ Friends  night
Friday, May 16 Kindergarten Play 9:00 a.m.
Friday, May 16 Senior Projects 7y:00 p.m.
May 19 thru 23 Arty Gras
Friday, May 23 Third year program
Monday, May 26 Memorial Day - no school
May 28-29 Elementary camp-out
Friday May 30 Last day of school
Sunday, June 1 Graduation 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.
Monday, June 9 Summer program begins

The next newsletter will not be distributed until the end of the school
year so here is a preview of the many events planned this spring.  On
Wednesday, May 7, TNS will host an education night for grandpar-
ents, family and friends of students.  Children are invited to bring any
or all of the special adults in their lives for a personal tour of the
classrooms and materials.  The school will be open from 7 to 8 p.m.
On Friday, May 16, this year's kindergarten class will present their
annual class play at 9:00 a.m.  Sixth year students will present their
senior projects beginning at 7:00 that evening.  The week of May 19
through 23 is Arty Gras at TNS; students and parents will have the
opportunity to enjoy a wide variety of arts activities including music,
dance, writing, visual arts and more.  Elementary students will take
a two day, one night trip to Camp Ernst on May 28 and 29.   Friday
May 30 is the day for the Preprimary family picnic beginning at
12:00 p. m. and the Community Day for Elementary students.  The
graduation program honoring students who have completed kinder-
garten, third and sixth grades will be held on Sunday, June 1 from
3:00 to 5:00 p.m.

Auction 2003 a "Bloomin© Success"
TNS’s Blooms in Spring Auction netted a record-breaking

profit of over $70,000 thanks to the donations and efforts of a large
cast of parents, staff members and friends.  Special thanks to co-
chairs Beth Cullen Canarie and Ann Abbott  for their tireless
efforts in organizing this huge event.  Thanks to Myra Daugherty
for creating a wonderful dinner and to Tim Miller, Mary Ohlinger
Pray, Eric Dustman and J. White for providing pre- Live Auction
entertainment. The Live Auction's lively climax, selling the right to
be ªDirector for a Dayº was the brain-child of Kay Fricke Ð students
are already submitting suggestions for Jay BoneyÕs big day, April
22, using a special box designed by Helen Bedree, Madison
Martell and Aliya Siddiqi.

Thanks to Frank Satogata for designing invitations and
programs, to Ken Rellar for printing services, to Party co-chairs
Maria Palermo and Regina Radin, to raffle co-chairs Peggy
Mossbarger and Sylvia Mitchell , to parent donation chair Lisa
Kagan and to computer gurus Marcella Allison, Linda Dynan,
John & Beth Powers and Scott Campbell (who also created the
online auction.) Thanks to Laura Fidler for tallying attendance, to
Buffy Barton and Kathy Collins for coordinating staff donations,
to Mary Hanley, Sara Beaven, David Tape and Barbara Gray  for
creating planters and to the decoration committee Sue Bortz, Nancy
Miller, Regina Hodnett, Dee Garretson and Dean Oester.

Thanks to Eric Peguero-Winters for setting up items, to
silent auction chair Vicki Young, to bartenders Tom Allison and
Jim Rhein, to DJ BrianHill  and to alumni runners Joe Bedree and
Ben Siegel. Thanks to all of the staff members who donated items
and especially to Robin Hartmann for enabling the children to
create decorations as well as furniture and a beautiful quilt as auction
items.  Many thanks to Office Manager Beth Barton for the
countless things she did this year, as always, to support the Auction
and make it run more smoothly.  Finally, thanks to everyone who
served on a committee, donated an item, bid on or bought an item ±
the Auction is truly a community effort.

9 to 12 Student Board News

Take-Out TNS Update
Take-Out TNS is back in full swing with a few changes.  Sign-ups
run from Monday morning until 9:00 on Thursday with pick-ups on
Friday from 3 to 6 p.m.  Four consecutive dinners may be prepaid and
a vegetarian option will be included every other week.  There will
not be take-out available on April 11 and 18 because of spring break.

What©s Going On at TNS This Spring?

Photo by
Nancy Miller

Last year a Student Board was formed and their accom-
plishment was taking care of the privacy issues in the bathrooms.
Each year the 9 to 12 year students choose two representatives from
each level.  The February-March board members are Geoff Maher,
Lizard Erhardt, Jake Allison, Amira Siddiqi, Josh Turner,
Emilyh Cosco and our great director, Mendy [Hyatt Hensley.]

We have had a few ideas that we would like to share. We
are going through the process of getting the annex a new class pet,
which was voted to be a hedgehog.  On April 4, we will have a
ªWacky Hair Dayº in which students will be allowed to wear their
hair in any funny or wacky way they want to.  We will also have a
ªRotation Dayº where kids will switch grades to have the privilege
of seeing what it's like in other levels.  Thanks to Myra [Daugherty]
we will have “Taco/Pasta Thursdays” where we have tacos one
Thursday and then pasta the other.  Our last idea has been a box
labeled “Lost Papers,” in our classroom, where people are able to
find any papers they have lost.

Discussion about an Annual Variety show is also in the
works.  In April our new board
for April-May will be in progress;
the people on the board will be
Julia Patterson, Erin Molloy,
Joseph Norris, Natania
Hoffman, Max Toglia and
Christian Moser.  We look for-
ward to their insights and ideas.
(ed note: This article was written
and edited by the February-March
board members listed above.)

6th year students take a bike
tour of  Washington


