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With suggestions from fellow TNS students and a little help from erstwhile Director
Eric Dustman, Jay Boney planned a memorable day as Acting TNS Director (photo
right by J. Staubitz. )    Observing Hat Day, students and teachers wore everything from
baseball caps to turbans to bandannas.  In a shameless attempt at crowd pleasing, Mr.
Boney mandated ÒNo homework,Ó ÒFree Choice all dayÓ and ÒRecess extended by
approximately 110 minutesÓ for Elementary students in a memo to TNS community.
The walls of the Mansion and the Annex were heard groaning and shuddering as soda
pop and candy appeared on the Elementary lunch tables.  The coup de grace was
delivered at  1:45 p.m. when the Elementary staff did the chicken dance as a prelude
to a kickball tournament (photo page 3.)  Will The New School ever be the same????

The New School has been granted
formal accreditation from both the
Independent Schools Association
of the Central States (ISACS) and
the American Montessori Society
(AMS.)  The accreditation comes
as a result of three years of work
by TNS administration, staff,
Board and parents in meeting the
requirements of both organiza-
tions.  For the next four year, TNS
will work to implement sugges-
tions made after the ISACS/AMS
visit in March.  After that, the
accreditation process begins again.

Accreditation News

Graduation June 1
TNS graduation celebration will be held
on Sunday, June 1 from 3:00 to  5:00
p.m.  This event honors students who
have completed kindergarten, third grade
and sixth grade. All members of TNS
community are welcome.  The gradua-
tion ceremony begins at 3:30; graduates
should be at TNS by 3:00.

Parent Work Days
Summer is the time for shelf painting,
furniture cleaning and outdoor space
clean-up at TNS.  Work days are sched-
uled for three Saturdays, June 14 and 28
and July 12 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Sign-up forms are in the office or you
can call J.D. Sandipher (961-8679) or
David Tape at TNS to volunteer.

Sandy Kohn is TNS’s new Development Director/Marketing filling the
position held by Marcella Allison in 2002.  A former TNS parent and Board
member (son Jonah attended TNS in the early to mid 80Õs) Sandy most recently
served as coordinator of the Accreditation Steering Committee, Prior to that, her
career has been primarily in education and included the job of Outreach Director for
Springer School. SandyÕs new role will focus on raising awareness of TNS in the
Greater Cincinnati community through marketing, public relations and personal
contact with corportions and foundations.

Board Welcomes New Members, Officers
 TNS Board recognized the contributions of outgoing members and wel-

comed new members at the May meeting.  As a result of this year’s elections, Gina
Angiola, Maria Palermo and Regina Hodnett were returned for additional terms
while Joanna Groden and Eric Peguero-Winters will join the Board for the first
time.  Joanna, mother of Alex (6 to 9) and Will (3 to 6) Brady has been a TNS parent
for 5 years, volunteering on the Hospitality Committee.  Eric, father of Pablo (3 to
6) has assisted with the Auction, Long Range Planning and Development research.
We are happy to have their input and energy for 2003-04. The Board also elected
officers for the 2003-04 school year.  They are: President, Hope Felton Miller; Vice
Presidents, Yiping Wang and Maria Palermo; Secretary, Maryellen Daston; and
Treasurer, Jim Boney.

The Board expressed gratitude to outgoing members Madhu
Vrishabhendra and Mel Bedree who chose not to run for re-election.  During the
past year as a Board member, Madhu was actively involved in both the Diversity
and Hospitality Committees.  Earlier this year, he hosted a delicious Indian dinner
for the Preprimary and adminstrative staffs.  Mel joined the Board in 1995, serving
as Treasurer for most of that time and as President for the past two years.  During
that time, his contributions to TNS have included everything from blacktopping the
parking lot to researching legal issues and from assembling playground equipment
to soliciting gifts for the Growing Room capital campaign.  Assistant Director
Barbara Gray observed that, despite a busy personal and professional life, Mel
“always”  has time for TNS’s requests for help.  Many, many thanks to Madhu and
Mel for their outstanding work.

As the 2002-03 Annual Giving campaign is wrapping up, we wish to thank
all of this year’s donors.  We also want to acknowledge recent gifts from Jeff &
Peggy Mossbarger, Dean Oester & Dee Garretson, Don & Beth Wayne, Carol
Potterton, Cynthia Daugherty and Rick Muhlhauser.

 Director-For-A-Day Mandates Sweeping Reforms

Sandy Kohn To Direct Marketing



Sixth Graders Design Winning Monument
For the past eight years, 9 to12 Head Teacher Laura Slanker and Assistant

J. White have met with sixth year students for a weekly Civil Rights class.   Through
group discussions, speakers and research, the students explore topics such as
bullying, educational law, gossip and the Civil Rights movement in this country.
This year,the class entered and tied with two other schools for top prize in a
competition sponsored by Cincinnati’s new National Underground Railroad Free-
dom Center.  Congratulations for a job well done!!  Log on to www.freedomcenter.org
to see the winning designs and learn more about the competition.

 The Freedom Center invited students to design a monument appropriate to
the theme of the museum.  Entering the competition involved following specific
instructions and submitting some required and some optional material.  The sixth
graders collaborated on their monument idea and then divided into small groups for
tasks like building a model monument, writing an essay describing their project and
composing a poem.

The proposed monument is a lantern, 16 feet wide, 25 feet long and 16 feet
high with life sized copper figures of slaves inside and the granite figure of a master
outside.  Some of the lantern’s glass panels will be clear while others will be made
of frosted glass or wood, with etched or carved images and quotes from African
Americans.  The monument will contain two inscriptions: “Freedom Shines On Us
All” and “The Hard Journey Is Over.”

This excerpt from the students’ essay explains the design very well.  “We
chose the lantern for the main part because it seemed like a symbol of freedom —
what with being a beacon of light in the darkness and the symbol of safe houses for
the Underground Railroad. . . . The slaves on the inside of the lantern represent
freedom, in that they are out of reach of the touch of slavery. . . The master outside
of the lantern symbolizes the cold touch of slavery . . . but they cannot torture,
punish, sell, separate or generally mistreat these slaves anymore because the lantern
is sheltering and protecting them and their freedom.”

Senior Projects
TNS sixth graders presented their senior
projects to an enthusiastic audience of
students, teachers, parents and friends
on  May 16.  After months of research,
writing, editing and re-writing, each stu-
dent produced a written report on a cho-
sen topic.  Then s/he designed an oral
presentation of the report’s highlights,
incorporating appropriate visual aids.
This year’s project topics are:  “The
History of Chicago” by Abigail Bortz,
“The Legend of Jesse Owens” by Reed
Callahan, “Judaism” by Elizabeth
Erhardt,  “Thurgood Marshall” by
Marjorie Finnie, “The Vikings” by
Geoffrey Maher, “Queen Victoria” by
Erin Molloy, “Jackie Robinson” by
Luke Mossbarger, “Amelia Earhart”
by Julia Patterson, “Alcatraz” by
Audrey Powers, “Praying Mantis” by
Ian Powers, “Albert Einstein” by Jef-
frey Rappaport, “Hank Aaron” by Sean
Satogata, “Walter Payton” by Max
Schimberg and “Lake Monsters” by
Alex Sturbaum.

Elementary Year End
The Elementary classes will end the
school year with a two-day trip to Camp
Ernst on May 28 and 29 and an Activity
Day back at TNS on May 30.  Camp
Ernst offers a ropes course, canoeing,
hiking, swimming, games and a camp-
fire sing-along.  Students should be at
TNS no later than 8:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day and will return to TNS by 3:00 p.m.
on Thursday.  For Friday, we have
planned indoor and outdoor games and a
cook-out.  Children are invited to per-
form in an informal variety show for
fellow students and staff.  Because the
show is being held in the Annex, we are
unable to include parents in this event.
Elementary Extended Day will be avail-
able both Thursday and Friday.

Arty Gras 2003
Arty Gras 03 was celebrated the entire
week of May 19 with a variety of events
for all age levels. Lunchtime concerts
gave students and teachers the opportu-
nity to entertain fellow members of TNS
community.  Coordinator Robin
Hartmann organized a variety of cre-
ative projects including African bead
making, food art, musical chair art, tie
dying shoelaces and wooden harmonica
making.   Musician Zak Morgan per-
formed for the whole school on Wednes-
day, May 21.  Other highlights of the
week included the second annual Ani-
mation festival, creation of a diversity
Maypole with dance teacher Linda Reiff
and third year presentations on
Mesoamerican culture (see  6 to 9 News.)
Thanks to all of the staff and parent
volunteers whose special efforts made
this week such a memorable success.

Elementary Art News�
n the Elementary Art Classes, 9 to 12

students are preparing the annual TNS
animation festival.  Sixth year students
recently finished the model of their pro-
posed monument for the Freedom Cen-
ter (see related article.)  6 to 9 students
have worked with pastels and illustrated
sayings involving animals (e.g. ÔThere’s
a frog in my throat.”)  Thanks to art class
helpers Beth Cullen Canarie, Regina
Radin, Nancy Miller, Maryellen
Daston, Patti Walters and Shawna
Khalily.  The art materials wish list
includes old shoes or sneakers, newspa-
pers and magazines.  Art Teacher Robin
Hartmann wants to remind parents that
she is offering an art camp from June 9
through August 9 and space is limited.

Spring is the time for passages and changes at TNS as it is in the natural world.  Those of us in the over 30 crowd are most aware of
the passage of time because of the changes we see in the children around us.  Occasionally, they see it too.  3 to 6 Head Teacher Beth
Tracy Kaliski recently had a visit from a sixth grader, who had started in the North Room as a three-year-old.  After looking around
the Preprimary classroom, he said, ÒIt seems like I was just here yesterday; and, then again, it feels like itÕs been a hundred years!Ó



9 to 12 News
During the week of May 19, 9 to

12 students presented oral reports and
visuals on the life and customs of Japan,
Brazil and Australia.  On May 23, sixth
year students will take a day-long tour of
underground railroad sites in this area.
Stops on the guided tour will include the
Harriet Beecher Stowe House on Gilbert
Avenue and both Westland and Spring
Grove Cemeteries where local aboli-
tionists are buried.  The will also visit the
site of Margaret Gaines’ slave cabin in
Covington and Rankin House, one of the
local stops on the Underground Rail-
way.  J. White warned everyone to
bring a big appetite for the soul food
lunch of barbeque, macaroni and cheese,
sweet potato pone, greens and other
goodies at a Madisonville restaurant.

The 9 to 12 Spring Plant sale
was a great success with $2450 in profit.
Thanks to co-chairs Grace Hill and Peggy
Mossbarger and to all of the other par-
ent helpers for this event.  Thanks to
Robert Siegel and Nancy Ratner for
making presentations to the sixth year
human biology class.  Thanks to John
Powers, Claudia Reilly and Linda Reiff
for help with senior project presenta-
tions.

On  May 20, 6 to 9 students
presented two plays under the direction
of Claudia Reilly TNS’s own Cecil B.
Demille. Coordinating with the third
year’s study of Mesoamerican culture,
Claudia created the plays based on two
Aztec legends, which she read with the
class.  The legends are “The Musicians
of the Sun” and “The Two Mountains.”
With Claudia’s help, the students chose
parts and decorated t-shirts as costumes
for the plays.

On May 23, third year students
presented a program on Mesoamerican
culture for parents and other Elementary
students.   The students had researched
different aspects of the culture and de-
signed projects to illustrate their research.
The topics presented were: “A Mayan
Goddess” by Haleigh Miller,
“Quetzalcoatl, the Feathered Serpent”
by Djamil Lakhdar-hamina, “An Az-
tec Pyramid” by Tommy Borders and
Jeremy Siegel, “The Aztec City of
Tenochtitlan” by Alex Burte, “An Az-
tec Codex” by Livi Logan and Leah
Grummich, “Mosaic Masks” by Brett
Powers and Alec Kagan, “A Pyramid
Temple” by Rae Walters and Elaina
Yu and “A Sun Stone” by Petra Palmer.

The students also presented an
original play called “The Aztec Game.”
Each student researched a different Az-
tec god or goddess; and then, with
Claudia’s help, they incorporated these
characters into the play.  The plot in-
volves a boy and girl from TNS, who fall
asleep doing Aztec research and awaken
to meet real Aztecs.  Many thanks from
6 to 9 Head Teacher Mary Ohlinger
Pray and the students to Claudia and all
the parents who helped with the research
projects and the refreshments for the
Fiesta.  Thanks to Susan Martell
Adams, Bonnie Burte and Helen
Adams for help with reading and other
classroom needs.

3 to 6 News
This year’s kindergartners pre-

sented their class play, “The Time of the
Ocean” on  May 16.  Head Teacher Beth
Tracy Kaliski directed this year’s
project, which involved research of ocean
creatures/characters, costume design and
construction, script development and a
wonderful performance for parents and
other students.   The characters were:
Jellyfish, Lando Slack; Narwhal Whale,
Lilly Calvert; Gray Seal, Maya
Schwartz; Green Turtle, Nicholas
Abbott; Starfish, Rami Wadih; Mana-
tee, Katie Hanley; Swordfish, Silas
Wuerth; Blue Shark, Sheldon Hodnett;
Wobbegong, Turner Anderson; Great
White Shark, Benak Vrishabhendra,
Sea Horse, Stephen Cosco, Sofia
Goodman and Elise Van Woensel;
Dolphin, William Daniels, JP Jones,
Colleen Beaupre and Elisha
Aaron.Thanks to Ann Abbott for help
with the costumes and to Mary Hanley
for providing refreshments for the par-
ents before the play.

Preprimary children enjoyed
their last School House Symphony on
May 14.  Kindergarten field trips in May
included a visit to the Omnimax for the
Coral Reefs movie and a trip to the zoo.
Teacher Debbie Weinstein and the 3 to 6
children thank Brooks Ewing for donat-
ing soap for grating and Anne Daniels
and Ann Abbott for help with the Tie
Dyeing Extravaganza.  Thanks also to
Yvonne Tils, Kirsten Bermudez,
Julian Wuerth, Bert Beaupre and
Rebecca Arbona for visiting Debbie’s
kindergarten afternoon.  Many thanks to
all of the parents who have driven  to
swimming during the past year.

Fall soccer registration forms in
the office - May 27 deadline

6 to 9 News

The Chicken Dance
comes to TNS - photo by
Jill Staubitz

The second Student Board has been lis-
tening to ideas from their peers, making
changes to better The New School and
planning for the end of the school year.
The Student Board members are Julia
Patterson, Erin Molloy, Natania
Hoffman, Joseph Norris, Christian
Moser and Max Toglia.  A major ac-
complishment of theirs has been to put
together the 2003 Variety Show for the
last day of school. - it has been a great
group effort.  Currently they are work-
ing on their legacy for the Annex . . . they
hope to create a library with books ap-
propriate for 9 to 12 year olds.  This
would involve donations of books that
are not being read at home.  If you are
interested in donating books, please bring
them to the Annex.  Thank you.

by J. Patterson, E. Molloy, N. Hoffman,
J. Norris, C. Moser and M. Toglia

Student Board



Thanks to all of The New School
children and adults for contribu-
tions, gifts, messages and cards to
Millie and the rest of the Dustman
family.  We appreciate your good
wishes in this joyful time.

Eric, Rene, Lucy & Millie
Dustman

Entir e School Celebrates Earth Day
On April 22, TNS Director for the Day, a.k.a. 6 to 9 student Jay Boney, led

the school in an Earth Day celebration.  An all-school assembly began with the song
ªThis Little Light of Mine.º  Students of all three levels shared Earth Day thoughts,
inscribed on paper gingko leaves and later hung on a large paper tree in the Growing
Room.  Elementary students© Earth Day wishes included planting more trees and
flowers, saving water and electricity, walking instead of driving, not wasting paper
and recycling and reusing materials.  ªThe Earth is special to us and it helps us liveº
wrote one Preprimary child.

3 to 6 Teacher Shawn Dougherty explained that Earth Day was first
observed at the United Nations in 1979 in cooperation with the Year of the Child.
She introduced TNS's new Earth Flag which portrays the Earth as seen from space
against a dark blue background, and she read from the dedication of the original
Earth Flag.  Here are some excerpts: ªWe raise the Earth Flag to encourage and
inspire love of Earth. . . with a firm conviction that together, through our actions now
and in the years to come, we can save our planet.º

After the assembly, students at all age levels decorated the school's
blacktop areas with chalk drawings related to Earth Day.  The insert to this
newsletter contains photos of that colorful and creative work.

American Field Service (AFS), the premier high school ex-
change program, needs Cincinnati families to host students
for the 2003-04 school year.  6 to 9 Head Teacher Mary
Ohlinger Pray has had first hand experience with hosting and
enthusiastically recommends it.  Contact Mary at 861-9199 if
you or someone you know would like to take advantage of this
great opportunity to ªfoster cultural understanding right around
your dinner table.º  The AFS website is www.afs.org/usa.

AFS Needs Host Families

Summer Program
TNS Summer Program begins Monday,
June9 and runs for eight weeks.  As a
reminder, hours are from 8:00 to 5:00
and, because it is summertime, prompt
pick-up is especially important.  The
program is full for most weeks; contact
Beth Barton in the office to check on
availability.

Schoolpop Is New!
Thanks to Development Director/Mar-
keting, Sandy Kohn, TNS is enrolled
in Schoolpop an organization that helps
schools raise money through rebates for
online and credit card purchases.  You
can get more information and/or regis-
ter online at www.schoolpop.com.  This
is a great way to help TNS raise money
just by doing your everyday shopping.

Volunteers Add Much To TNS Program
On behalf of the entire New School staff, we want to say an enormous

ªThank You!º to all of the parents, relatives and friends who have volunteered their
time and talents to TNS projects and activities during the past school year.  Your
support is such an important part of what makes TNS such a special place�

Thanks to Eric Peguero Winters for facilitating the Board visioning
retreat.  Thanks to Arthur Sturbaum and Nancy Ratner for donating a new piano for
the Billiard Room.  Thanks to everyone who provided ªMeals On Wheelsº for the
Logan/Wood family.  Thanks to those who helped on Grandparents' Night:
Maryellen Daston, Sally Dannemiller, Laura Fiedler & John Van Woensel,
Beth Cullen-Canarie, Chris Mayhall, Joanna Groden and Alison Boynton.

Scout photo by
Pete Cosco

Active Scouts Meet At TNS
Clifton/North Avondale Junior Girl Scouts have had a great
year meeting at TNS!   Emily Cosco, Natania Hoffman,
Alexis Nelson and  Amira Siddiqi are the New Schoolers
who belong to the troop, which is led by Sally Dannemiller.
This year's activities have included nature hikes, art projects,
horseback riding and campouts.   The troop also did a lot of
work on world neighbors. Lei Yu  made a presentation about
Chinese holidays and origami while Terry Siddiqi  described
life and customs in Pakistan.  Recently the troop has been
packing suitcases for poor children in different countries as a
service project.  The troop is open to girls entering 3rd, 4th, 5th
or 6th grade in the fall; call Sally at 961-6016 to register.

Calendar of Upcoming Events
Friday, May 23 Third Year Presentations
Monday, May 26 Memorial Day - no school
May 28,29 Elementary camp-out
Friday, May 30 Last Day of School

Preprimary picnic
Monday, June 9 Summer Program Begins
Friday, August 1 Summer Program Ends


