The New School News
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Editor: Jill Staubitz

Decemb er 2003

Reunion December 28
Reminder to former TNS students,

grade 7 and older, and present and
former staff- don’t miss the Alumni
and Staff Reunion on Sunday, De-
cember 28 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. in
the Growing Room.

Next Step Jan. 15

If your child will be entering kinder-
garten, 1st grade or 4th grade in the
fall of 2004, mark you calendar for
“The Next Step Meeting” on Thurs-
day, January 15. This evening will
provide you with the opportunity to
meet the teachers, tour the classroom
and learn all about the program TNS
offers for your child next year. The
meeting will be held from 7:00 to
8:30 and childcare for New School
age children will be provided.

Open House Feb 1

Invitations to our annual Open House
for prospective new families will be
available after Winter Break. The
Open House, from 2 to 4 p.m. on
Sunday, February 1, allows parents
and childrento visit The New School
and learn about our programs. Refer-
ral fromour current families is one of
our best sources of new students. If
you have friends, co-workers or rela-
tives who might be interested in TNS
for next year, leave their names and
addresses with Beth in the office or
pick up invitations to deliver your-
self. In January, we will also have
Open House flyers available for dis-

tribution to work places, doctor ®s’s

offices, recreation centers, fitness
clubs and anywhere else that parents
of young children may see them.
Please leave a note for Sandy Kohn
in the office if you would like some
flyers to distribute.

News from the December Board M eeting

The December board meeting was held at the home of Assistant
Director Barbara Gray. After adelicious dinner, the board discussed the
final section of the Long Range Plan, Implementation Strategies. A prelimi-
nary review of projected expenses and revenues for the 2004-2005 school
year was presented in preparation for he January board meeting when the
board will approve tuition for next year.

Barbara announced that The New School hasreceived agrantinthe
amount of $1,000 from the William P.

Anderson Foundation. The money will
be used for enhancements to the practical
life area of the Preprimary classrooms.
The Anderson Foundation has supported
New School projects for about 20 years,
contributing to the first capital campaign,
the Challenge for Diversity Endowment,
the Growing Room as well as numerous

smaller projects.

Auction News

Mark your 2004 calendar for the
evening of Saturday, March 6 and
plan to come to this year’s TNS Auc-
tion “Underthe Big Top.” Co-Chairs
Ann Abbott and Beth Cullen
Canarie and their great group of
volunteersare putting togetherawon-
derful event for New School parents
and friends. Party details and invita-
tions will be available after the win-
ter break. It’s not too early to start
thinking about your family’s dona-
tion to this year’s auction - tickets,
vacation homes, parties, art objects
and services of all sorts are welcome.
Donation forms and ideas from past
auctions will be ready in January.
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: Thanks from 6 to 9 Teacher
Stacy Armstrong to all of the
parents and staff members
who contributed to her baby
shower in November

) 6600 00000060006000000 00

&--"-'-'

X
X
X
X
X
X
M

Elementary Extended Day photo by
Kristene Templeton

Snow Policy
Hereisareview of The New School’s

snow policy. In case of snow, our
plans will be announced on radio
stations 700 WLW, 55KRC, WEBN,
MIX 94.1m KISS 107.1 and FOX
92.5aswellas TV channels5and 12.
You will also receive a call via the
phone tree as to whether school is
closed or delayed. (Copies of the
phone tree have been sent home - if
yours is missing, check with the of-
fice for a replacement.) Delayed
opening is at 10:00 - please do not
bring children before that time if we
have a delay.



Traditions Meet at I nternation-oliday Festival

December istraditionally amonth when The New School curriculumin history,
cultural geography and theartsincorporatesavariety of holiday celebrationsat all three
levels. This year, at the Elementary level, those individual presentations are being
combinedintotheInternation-oliday Festival on December 17. The Diversity Commit-
tee has enlisted the aid of students in grades three through six as well as parents and
teachersin order that members of TNS community can share their own traditions and
learn more about the traditions of others.

The festival centers on celebrations of Christmas, Hanukkah, Ramadan, St.
Lucia Day, Buddhism Kwanzaa and the winter solstice. Each student chose which
holiday s/he wanted to research; event coordinator Ceara Thalinger observed that
some students chose holidays they celebrate at home while others chose holidays they
wanted to explorein depth. With adult assi stance, each holiday group will set up abooth
for thefestival on December 17. Theboothswill include clothing and other decorations
and artifacts, music, activities and, in some cases, foods typical of a particular holiday

andwill bespread throughout the Elementary classrooms. Parentsand studentswill have

passports, made by 6 to 9 students, and will get stickersor stampsat each booth they visit. Kindergartnersand some
of the younger preprimary children who do not nap will also attend.

Many thanksto ClaudiaReilly, Kay Fricke, LisaKagan, Peggy Mossbarger, Mary ClareRietz, Sandy

Gross, Sara Beaven, J. White, Martha Torrence, Ceara Thalinger and David Tape for their support of the
Internation-oliday festival. The Diversity Committee hopesthefestival will inspire other parentsto make classrom
presentations or get involved in other Diversity committee activities; the Dialogue Box in the mansion lobby is

available for suggestions, questions, etc.

An AppleaDay. . .

Kitchen Manager Myra Daugherty
says “Help! Our fruit supply has
begunto run low by Tuesday.” Each
child is asked to contribute a piece of
fruit every day to the community
fruit bowl. If you want to make a
weekly contribution, bringing your
five pieces a little later in the week.

M aterials Wanted

Elementary art classes need egg car-
tons, toilet tissue tubes, newspapers,
oldapronsfor smocks, baby foodjars
and old dishes for mosaics.

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

Director Eric Dustman wants to thank teachers who have been
observing in classrooms at different levels as a means of enhancing all of
TNS programs. Thanks to everyone who donated to the food and clothing
drive. TheNew School collected over 1,100 poundsof food and clothing for
the FreeStore Food Bank aspart of the Thanksgiving celebration. Thanksto
Kelly Combs & Juliet Kashdan for organizing the T-shirt sale.

This is time of year when people of many cultural traditions feel
grateful for those who make special contributions to their lives. We at the
The New School would like to acknowledge the parents, grandparents and
friends whose special contributions of time, talent and support are so very
important to the well-being of our community. We appreciate your rolein
helping us to provide a stimulating and nurturing environment for the
children we serve. We look forward to that continued partnership in the
coming year.

Graham Cracker Houses

T CORCORCRORORCRORORCRORCROR OROmORORmomemom ™y Myrarecommends this project for winter break. Graham crackers
- Calendar of Coming Events X make the sides and roof. To make triangular roof supports, score
: December 22-Jan 2 Winter Break : crackerson the diagonal with abox cutter and gently break. Mix up
y January 15 Next Step Meeting ' Graham Cracker House icing and keep tightly covered and in
- January 19 '}'_0 i‘:h?f_' - Martin X refrigerator until needed. Build houseswith lotsof icing loaded into
N uther King Jr- M aziploc bag .

X January 22 Board meeting o — .

N 3an 26.30 TerraNovaTests M Graham Cracker House Icing: Put 2 pounds of confectioners
- February 1 Open House 2 to 4 X sugar, 6 egg whites, 1 1/2 tsp cream of tartar and 1 1/2 tsp water or
N M clearflavoringinalargebowl. Beat onlowfor 1 minute, scrapesides
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and beat 5 minutes more.



9to 12 News

Sixthyearstudentsdidagreat
job on their video production based
on the book “The Outsiders.” They
wrote their own screenplay, memo-
rized lines and assembled costumes
as part of the project. Thanks to Paul
Muller for his support and patience
in recording the takes and retakes of
each scene. 9to 12 girlsran in a 5K
race on November 22 as part of TNS
afterschool club “Girlsonthe Move.”
(Photo bottom of this page.)

December is a busy month
for 9to 12 studentswith the celebra-
tion of winter birthdays on Decem-
ber 10, exchange of Secret Friend
clues and gifts and preparation for
the Internation-oliday festival. De-
tails of that event appear in another
article.

9 to 12 students are continu-
ing the Student Board established
lastyear. Thegroup’sgoal istomake
positive changes for TNS commu-
nity and to plan fun events. They
held a pgjama day on December 12
and have begun posting aquestion of
theweek. They areworkingonorga-
nizingthefirstever TNSspellingbee
and a community service activity.

6to 9 News

6 to 9 Teacher Stacy
Armstrong will begin her maternity
leave over winter break. Head
Teacher Mary Ohlinger Pray says
“ All of ussend Stacy and Cresten our
best thoughts and wishes and look
forward to seeing her after spring
break.” SaraK eith who hasassisted
in both the 6 to 9 and 9 to 12 class-
rooms this fall will take Stacey’s
place. Colleen Parr,whohas6to9
and 9to 12 Montessori training, will
fill infor Sara.

6to9studentshavebeenbusy
preparing for the Internation-oliday
celebration on December 17. Third
yearshavebeenworkingwith9to 12
groups while first and second year
studentscreated the passports, which
will guideeveryonearoundtheevent.
Thanksto Maureen Davisfor help-
ing students make origami stars and
to all of the parents who brought in
cookies and supplies. Thanks to
Ingrid Wuerth, Kathy Collins,
Bonie Burte, Nancy Miller and
Catherine Domka for help in the
classroom.

Hueman Expressions Work Due January 23

“ Hueman Expressions,”a
community celebration of
both similarity and diver-
sity is scheduled for Sun-
day, February 29 in the
Growing Room at TNS.
This celebration will fea
ture origina works of art
including writing, visual
and performanceart . All
membersof TNS commu-
nity are invited to submit
work by the January 23,
2004 deadline.

3to 6 News

On Mondays, the kindergarten les-
son focuseson“ literary extensions’
with Teacher Martha Torrence.
Recently theclassread booksby Eric
Carlelike” BrownBear,BrownBear”
and studied the format and rhythms.
The children also enjoyed acting out
the story with stick puppets which
they made. As a group they con-
structed two big booksfollowing the
“ Brown Bear” format but based on
ocean creatures; and they made tex-
tured papers similar to those in the
Carle books. Now each childispro-
ducing his’her own predictable text
book; later this year the class will
study and produce their own apha-
bet books. On January 16, kinder-
gartnerswill visit Avon Woodsfor a
program on “ Animals In Winter as
part of their natural science lessons
with Teacher Sunny Rhein.

Special Programs

In Elementary music classes,
9to 12 students are learning to read
musi cal notationand areexperiment-
ing with their own musical composi-
tions. 6to0 9 studentsarefocusing on
the elements of singing such as fol-
lowing rhythm, blending of voices
and recognizing dynamics.

InArtclasses, al Elementary
students studied the famous paint-
ing, “ The Scream” and then created
pastel versionsof themsel vesscream-
ing at something that frightensthem.
After winter break, Art Teacher
Robin Hartmann will do a presen-
tation at the Cincinnati Art Museum
on Jacob Lawrence, a well-known
African American painter. She will
focus on one of his works entitled
“ Fruits and Vegetables’ and plans a
tie-intrip to Findlay Market with the
9 to 12 class. Thanks to Nancy
Miller, Beth Cullen Canarie,
Maryellen Daston, Regina Radin
and Katie Fiorelli for help with art



Annual Giving GrowsWith Help of Generous Donor s!!

The New School’s Annual Giving Fund has received almost $35,000 through December 16. Many, many
thanks to the parents and friends whose generous gifts and pledges will help to cover current operating expenses
for al children at TNS. If you have not made a contribution yet, please do so over winter break - we hope to
have 100% participation from current parents for this important fundraiser.
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