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Open House Feb 1

TNS will welcome prospective new
families at an Open House on Sunday
February 1from2:00t04:00 p.m. All of
the school buildings will be open, and
staff and parents will be available to
answer questionsand talk about our pro-
grams. If you have friends, relatives or
co-workers who might be interested in
TNS for next year, encourage them to
attend.

Contracts Due Feb 16

Contracts for the 2004-2005
school year will be mailed to all current
TNS families during the first week of
February. As always, we have many
new familiesinterested in TNSfor next
year; but our first priority isto provide
spacefor children currently at TNSwho
want to continue in our program. To
facilitate the enrollment process, please
return all contracts by the February 16
deadline. If special circumstancesexist,
pleasediscussthesituationwithBarbara
Gray before the 16th.

Tuition Aid for 04/05

Tuition Aid Applications for the 2004-
2005 school year aredueby February 15
so they can be submitted to an outside
financial aid servicefor review. Tuition
aid is not automatically renewed from
year to year; forms are available from
Beth Barton in the office.

No ExDay Feb 13

Attention all parents!!! TNSwill close
at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 13 for
a staff InService meeting. This means
therewill be no extended day available
for preprimary or elementary students.
Thanks for your cooperation in picking
up your child(ren) by 3:00 on that day.

Thanks from the Staff

Many thanks to all of the families who
contributed to this year’s staff holiday
gift. We all appreciate your generosity
and thoughtfulness very much.

Board Approves 2004-05 Budget, Tuition

At the January board meeting, the primary item of business was approval
of the school budget and tuition for the 2004-2005 school year. Treasurer Jim
Boney presented the expense estimates and revenue expectations. The Board
approved a smaller percentage increase in tuition than that of the past few years.

Director Eric Dustman reported that Terra Nova achievement testing will
be completed by January 29. Information from the test will be available during the
April conference meetings. Eric also submitted his response to the recommenda-
tions contained in last year’s ISACS/AMS evaluation. Board members will review
the 50 page plan of action which must be returned to ISACS in mid March.

Assistant Director Bar bara Gray reported that sheis collecting estimates
for upcoming Physical Plant projectsincluding exterior painting and window repair
in the Mansion and repair/replacement of the front porch floor and the wall in the
preprimary play yard.

Hospitality Chair Joanna Groden extended thanks to parents who have
volunteered to host “Parents Only Gatherings” in their homes this winter. Laura
Fidler and John Van Woensel entertained 6to 9 parentson January 17 while Tar
Frank and Casey Coston will host 9to 12 parentson January 31 and Dotty Shaffer
and Doug Krejsa will provide the Preprimary parent event on February 14.

Invite Your Friendsto Auction 2004

It’s just 6 weeks until TNS Auction 2004, “Under the BigTop.” The event will
feature a Three Ring Circus of Silent Auction items, a lively Live Auction with
auctioneer Chester Dowers, a great dinner and some real surprises. Invitations will
be available soon; tickets are just $25 so plan to invite a friend or purchase a table
for 8 of your best buddies - they are sure to enjoy thet evening while helpng TNS.

| nter nation-oliday

The color insert to this issue contains
pictures from The New School’s
Internation-oliday celebration in De-
cember.  Those attending the event
carried passports to be stamped as they
visited each of seven stations. Each
station included a display of pictures,
artifacts and information about a differ-
ent celebration as well as costumed
student guides. Some stations included
crafts like face painting, Saint Lucia
crowns and hats and menorahs made of
bagel halves and pretzel sticks. Attend-
eeswere invited to sample potato latkes,
Ghorayebah (Ramadan cookies), Saint
Lucia buns and ice-it-yourself Christ-
mas cookies. Entertainment included
Christmas carols, the dreidl game and a
candlelight Winter Solstice ceremony.

Alumni Reunion

The first ever reunion of New
School alumni washeld December 28in
the Growing Room About fifty alumni
and staff met for a Sunday afternoon of
reconnecting and reminiscingabout The
New School. Former TNS Director and
9to 12 Teacher Robin Brieman wason
hand to greet and chat with everyone.
Everyone enjoyed touring the Mansion
and most noticed that The New School
seems to have shrunk

Thankstoalumni Peter Muller,
Robin Schimber gand Jonah Weissfor
telephoning and other assistance. Spe-
cia thanks to event organizers Sandy
Kohn and David Tape. Sandy ob-
served that “watching the students re-
unite at this alumni event reminds us of
the strong ties and relationships that are
fostered at The New School.”



Book Club Resumes

Looking for away tolivenupthesecold,
gray winter evenings? How about join-
ing TNS Book Club? The Diversity
Committee, withthehel p of parentMary
Clare Reitz, has selected "Race Man-
ners: NavigatingtheMinefield Between
Black and White Americans' by Bruce
Jacobsfor readinganddiscussion. Check
with Mary Clare at 821-3031 or John
Hutton at the Blue Manatee about get-
ting a copy of the book. Dates will be
announced for four weeks of discussion
(probably mid February to early March);
Mary Clare has led previous discussions
of this book and has agreed to help focus
club meetings. This is also a great way
to meet other TNS parents and staff —
even if you can’t make all of the meet-
ings, you’re welcome to join in.

GirlsWriting Camp
Attention girls ages 9 to 12!!!! If you
like writing or just want to give writing
atry, hereisagreat opportunity. This
summer, Y oung Women Writing for (a)
Changewriting campwill beheldat The
New School. 3 to 6 Teacher Shawn
Dougherty, TNSalumni parentValerie
Chronis Bickett and Tracie Gorley
will teach the camp which runs from
June21through25. Brochuresareavail-
able in the office or through Shawn .

Schoolpop Update
Seven shoppersearned $70for TNSthis
past quarter through the School pop pro-
gram. To date, we have earned over
$400 from parent and staff use of
School pop Visa cards and online shop-

L andscaping News

The New School will have a facelift this
spring thanks to gifts from last year’s
graduating class and alumni parent
Grace Hill. The landscaping plan will
provide new bushes and plants around
all three sidesof thefront porch and will
include a bench aswell. If you want a
sneak preview, a drawing of the pro-
posed landscaping is perched on the
mantel in the office.

Hueman Expressions
February 29

Hue-man Expressions will be held at
The New School in the Growing Room
on Sunday , February 29 from 12:30 to
2:30. Sponsoredthe TNSDiversity Com-
mittee, and Women Writing for (a)
Change, the event will include writing,
artwork, music, dramaand any other art
form which adults and children wish to
share. Thefirst hour of theprogramwill
feature a read-around and presentation
of any other performance work. That
will be followed by a reception and a
time for those attending to view dis-
played artwork. Membersof TNScom-
munity are encouraged to attend and to
bring friends and family for thissharing
of cultures and family histories.

FineArtsat TNS

TNS will host two artists on
Saturday, February 14 as part of
Cincinnati’s Fine Arts Sampler Week-
end. At10:30a.m., Jonathan Heart will
present “Paper Fantasies,” an explora-
tion of origami art. This program offers
a hands-on, audience participation art
instruction/game show( “Origami Meets
the Price Is Right”) and has been a fam-
ily favorite in past Arts Samplers.

At 12:00, storyteller Martha
McLeod will present tales drawn from
the history, legends and traditions of
many cultures including the local Un-
derground railway, Appalachia and Na-
tive American stories. Both events will
be held in the
Growing
Room. Bro-
chures de-
scribing these
and all of the
other great
Fine  Arts
Weekend
events will be
sent home
soon.

M aterials Wanted

3to 6 Teacher Debbie Weinstein would like donations of yarn made of real wool
or cotton (not acrylic or other synthetics) in white or natural colors for a natural

dyeing experience.

Next Step Meeting Draws Many Parents

This year's Next Step meeting drew a huge crowd of parents

ping through school pop.com. Thanksto
everyone who has supported this pro-
gram. If youwould liketo signupfor a
Visa card or online shopping, go to
schoolpop.com and use The New
School’s code #0124910.
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Calendar of Coming Events

Sunday Feb.1  Open House 2 — 4 p.m.

Friday, Feb 13  School closes at 3

Saturday, Feb 14 Fine Arts at TNS

Monday, Feb 16 No School — Presidents Day

Sunday, Feb 29 Hue-Man Expressions

Saturday, Mar 6 ““Under the BigTop” Auction¥

Friday, Mar 26  No School - InService
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seeking information about TNS's programs for their children next year.

Director Eric Dustman provided a*“ big picture” view of TNS's 9 —year
program designed to follow each child. Heexplained that each level offers
changes in approach and format as developmentally appropriate for chil-
dren and as a means of preparing them for the transition out of TNS at the
end of sixth grade.

After that introduction, parents split into groups focusing on the
specificsof thekindergarten, first gradeand fourth gradeprograms. Parents
were invited to sign up for classroom observations as a means of learning
more about what TNS can offer their child(ren.) If you did not make an
observation appointment, you may do so inthe office. Thanksto all of the
parents who attended and to the teachers who encouraged attendance with
phone invitations. Thanks to Suzan and John Barrett, Kathy Collins,
Maryellen Daston, Dee Garretson, Renee Harris, Maria Palermo and
Beth Whelan for providing a fantastic array of snacks for the meeting.



3to 6 News

Kindergarten students learned
about animals and plantsin winter dur-
ing afield trip to Avon Woods Nature
Center on January 16. The afternoon
began with exploration of the Nature
Center’'sindoor space which includes a
number of liveand preserved animal and
plant specimens. Teacher Sunny Rhein
saysthechildren loved the Touch Table
items which included antlers, a snap-
ping turtle shell, a red-tailed hawk’s
feather, animal bones and a snake skin.
Thegroup observed analbino squirrel at
the Center’sbird feeder and took part in
apuppet show illustrating the ways ani-
mals spend the winter.

Then, everyone bundled up for
awinter hike where the children were
encouraged tolook for animal signslike
partialy eaten nuts. An outdoor picnic
tablewithadishof flour provided agreat
place to study animal tracks. The class
also observed winter changes to trees
and other plants and then returned in-
doors for a hands-on experience with
hidingfood. Sunny notesthat thisisthe
last time a New school group will be
hosted by naturalist Lew Spurlock who
isretiring after 35yearsat Avon Woods.
Thanksto Myra Daugherty and Anne
Danielsfor adeliciouspackedlunchand
to drivers John Hutton, Maryellen
Daston, Greg Sayles, Nancy Miller
and Dottie Shaffer.

South Room Teacher Shawn
Dougherty warns* If you notice a dis-
play of flying children on the South
Room wall, we are writing puppet sto-
ries starring the children’s animal char-
actersandthemselves.” Last year'spup-
pet stage quilt is being revamped to suit
this year's plot lines which include
Cincinnati’sriverfront. Asafollow-up
to previous South Room projects, Shawn
will describe the process of creating the
Gingko Tree Quilt project (stories, quilt
and related activities) at the Cincinnati
Montessori Society’sannual conference
on March 27. She will also present the
project at the American Montessori So-
ciety National Seminar in Boston on
April 23,

9to 12 News

The 9to 12 class has planned a
spelling beefor theafternoons of testing
week. The winner will participate in a
regional spelling bee in March. On
February 12, the class will celebrate
Valentines Day at a nursing home in
Highland Heights, Kentucky. The stu-
dents will make Valentine cards and
other craftswiththeresidents. Thanksto
Kim Moser and her Japanese guest for
demongtratingatraditional teaceremony.
Thanksto Paul M uller forcreating” The
Outsiders’DV D andfor donatingaDV D
player to the classroom.

InFebruary, theclasswill begin
research and other preparationsfor their
classtripstheweek of March 22. Fourth
and fifth year are studying cave life
forms and caving before their trip to
Indiana. The class will stay at Spring
Mill where they will have access to a
cave walk and hiking. They will spend
oneday at Marengo Cavesdoing several
toursand ahayride. Moredetailswill be
available after they return. Sixth year
studentswill focuson U.S. government
and history aswell asinformation about
WashingtonD.C. landmarksasthey pre-
pareforthetraditiona visittothenation’s

capital.

6to 9 News

On February 6, the6to 9 class
will attend a Cincinnati Symphony Or-
chestra performance of “ Wild, Wacky
Woodwinds’ at Music Hall. Thanksto
Regina Hodnett and Ingrid Wuerth
for sharing their experiencesof thetran-
sitionfrom kindergartentofirst grade at
TNS with kindergarten parents at the
Next Step meeting. Thanks to Kathy
BainandCatherineDomkafor reading

to students.
6t09Teacher Stacy Armstrong

and her husband Cresten arethe parents
of ababy girl. KatherineRyan Armstrong
(they plan to call her Ryan) was born
January 2 and weighed 7 poundsand 12
ounces. Stacy has supplied us with a
steady stream of adorable pictures.

Elementary Special Programs
Elementary Music Teacher Andrea L effler wants to thank everyone for
the holiday cards and gifts and says TNS community has “ made me fed very
welcomeand loved for my first year at TNS.” Inmusic classes, 9to 12 studentsare

learning about the instruments of the orchestra and how they fit into familiesin
preparation for atrip to Music Hall for asymphony concert. 6to 9 hasworked on
“ science-music” experimentsto explore the rel ationship between size and pitch as
seen in various musical instruments.

Elementary art studentscreated” half and half”drawingswhicharehanging
in the Mansion stairway. Many students are working on this year’s Auction quilt
—thethemeis® Animals.” Thesixthyear mural project at Lighthouseisprogressing
well. (Photo aboveby RobinHartmann.) The9to 12 classwill participatein another
Cincinnati Art Museum presentation, thistime on African American painter Jacob
Lawrence. Part of this study will include a trip to Findlay Market. Art Teacher
Robin Hartmann encourages everyone to visit the museum’s African American
Masters exhibit currently on display.

Thanksto Regina Radin, Nancy Miller, Maryellen Daston and
Beth Canariefor helpwith art classes. ThankstotheAllisonsfor theKeith Haring
domino set and thanks to everyone for donated art materials. Robin needs egg
cartons, cardboard and old plates and mirrors for mosaics for upcoming projects.



Alumni and Friends Boost Annual Giving Total

The New School’s Annua Giving Fund has received over $60,000 as of January 22. Many, many thanks to the parents and friends
listed below whose generous gifts and pledges are helping to cover current operating expenses for all children at TNS. Special thanks
to those alumni, grandparents and friends (names starred below) who have offered us their support. If you have not made a contribu-
tion yet, please do so now - we are counting on the support of all current parents.

Mansion Society
Patrick Borders & Helen Adams
James & Susan Boney
John Hutton & Sandy Gross
Tim & Nancy Miller
Anonymous
The Skyler Foundation
Steve Rappaport & Gina Angiola*
Barbara Gross *

Friends of the Children
Mel & Kathleen Bedree
Michael Schwartz & Maria Palermo
John & Beth Powers
Joe Giglia & Kathy Collins
Le Yu& Yiping Wang
Brooks & Beth Ewing
Richard & LisaKagan

Paul Muller & Terri Schnorr Photos by J. Staubitz
Tarig Siddiqi & Elizabeth Clark
Matthew Clemens & Laura Bolte
Meéelvin Gibson*
Jerome Kernan*
Dan & Fran Bailey *
John Van Woensel & LauraFidler

New School Associate

Michael Marcotte & Mary Clare Rietz Richard Polt & Julie Gifford George & Maryellen Daston
Gregory Sayles & Elizabeth Whelan Raobert Siegel & Claudia Reilly Scott Van Diest
Frank Tils & Yvonne Aecherle Tils Casey Coston & Tari Frank Michael & Kym Nelson
Melissa Robinson & Kim Planet
Sponsor

David & Marjorie Aaron Scott Braun & Jill Baker Denise Jeavons
Kenneth Katkin & Linda Dynan Karl Stukenberg & Christine Mayhall Donglu & Ping Shi
Andrew & Regina Radin David & Janet Costa James & Leah Turner
John & Suzan Barrett Geoffrey Calvert Scott & Bette Seibert
Jeffrey Goodman & Rebecca Arbona Keith Thurman & VirginiaReid Michael Thomas & Megan Kessler
Richard & Barbara Homlar* Joanna Groden George & JuliaWadih
Don & Beth Wayne * Jeffrey Mills & Jane Keller Daryl & Regina Hodnett
Michael & Jennifer Folan Paul & Dolly Varland *

Helping Hand
Julian & Ingrid Wuerth Tom & MarcellaAllison Buffy Barton William Walters & Patricia Goldhagen
Karl & Kay Fricke Matthew & Juliet Scott Laurie Davis Mitch Cohen & Robin Harvey *
Mark & Beth Tracy Kaliski Rosalie Van Nuis* Joy Kashdan*  Thomas & Sonya Zumbiel
Robyn Breiman* Patrice Watson* BarbaraGray* Larry & Kathy Schwab*
Albert Beaupre Maragaret & Kevin Kellar Janet Smith * John Warrington *
Marcia Chesley * Mark & Bridget Mitchell * Walter Koch*  Ron & Rusty Girouard*
Wilson & Alice Palmer* Harry & Molly Whittaker * JessicalLicis Bruce & Carol Kramberg Walker *
Al & Josephine Giglia* Elliot & Devora Corman * April Barnes Richard & Vanessa Wayne *
Tony & Josie Russo * John & Mary Fleischman * Eric Dustman* Jerry & Gerry Kaminski *

Charles Button & Beth Caruso



| nter nation-oliday 2003 at TNS

New School students,
teachersand parents
shared avariety of
cultural traditions at

the December
I nter nation-oliday
celebration
Hanukkah
Kwanzaa
Winter Solstice
Buddhism
Ramadan
Christmas
St. Lucia Day

Photos by J. Staubitz



