The New School News

A monthly newsletter for TNS families and staff

Editor: Jill Staubitz September, 2004

Harvest M oon

Don’t miss The New School’s annual Har-
vest Moon Festival this Saturday, October 2.
The party starts at 5:00 and lasts until 7:30.
Dinner starts at 5:30 and entertainment will
include clowns and music by jazz duo Steve
Slack and Greg Sayles, guitarist TimMiller
and the ever-popular New School Band.
Bring an ethnic covered dish (main course,
salad or horsd'oeuvres) to share along with
serving utensils, drinks and lawn chairs or
blankets. Seeyou there!!

Community Board
Meeting October 21

TNS’s annual Community Board Meeting
will be held on Thursday, October 21, begin-
ning at 7:00 p.m. While parents and staff are
always welcome to attend the monthly board
meetings, this meeting is designed to update
TNS community on the plans and organiza-
tion of this year's board. The agenda will
include a “get acquainted” activity led by
the Diversity Committee, a financial review
and an update on the Operating Endowment.
Those attending the meeting will participate
in an interactive analysis of TNS’s physical
space uses and needs. Parents will also learn
about the many opportunities to volunteer
for board committees. Childcare for New
School age children is provided.

Auction '05 Update
Plansfor TNSAuctiononMarch5, 2005 are
well under way. Thisyear, Tari Frank will
serveas Administrative Chair, JuliaWadih
as Party Chair and Peggy M ossharger as
Business Donation Chair. They are already
preparing so that, once again, TNS's major
fundraiser, the Auction, will be exciting,
enjoyable and financially successful. Many
volunteers are needed for this huge event -
detailswill be available at the sign-up table
at Saturday’s Harvest Moon festival. Two
big jobs are still looking for volunteers -
Catal og Coordinator involveswritinglively,
enticing descriptions of auction itemsusing
basi c word processing while Program Coor-
dinator deals with document design, layout
and scanning images. Please contact Tari

for more information.

News From the September Board Meeting

TheNew School Board welcomed new members Kym Nelson and Mark Abbott
at the September 16 Board meeting. Kym is amember of the Diversity Committee while
Mark servesin the Physical Plant needs area of Long Range Planning. A list of thisyear's
committee chairswas completed and includes: Diversity - Regina Hodnett, Finance- Jim
Boney, Fundraising - M aria Paler mo, Marketing - Eric Peguer o-Winter s, Physical Plant
- J.D. Sandipher and Committee on Trustees- M aryellen Daston. Joanna Groden head
up the Hospitality Committee although she is not a Board member.

Assistant Director Barbara Gray reported that additional enrollments over the
summer have improved the projections of tuition income for the 2004-05 school year. She
doesexpect to havemidyear openingsinthe PrePrimary program. Physical Plant Chair J.D.
Sandipher reported on hiscommittee’'sanalysisof TNS'slong range physical plant needs.
Annual Giving Chair Hope Felton Miller anounced that Annua Giving information will
bemailedto current parentsin early October. ThankstoBeth Tracy Kaliski, Matt Goebel
and Nancy Miller for photos included in the brochure.

The "Sowing the Seeds of Stewardship" operating endowment campaign has
received $70,000 in giftsand pledgestoward the $125,000 matching donation from by two
families. The operating endowment is designed to provide a sustaining, perpetual source
of income to supplement tuition and fundraising revenues. Thiswill ensure TNS' sfuture
ability toimprove compensation for our excellent staff, maintain high quality programsand
support our beautiful facilities. Thesupport of the entire TNS community - current parents,

alumni and friends - is vital to the success of the endowment campaign.

Spreading the Word

A recent demographic study found
that over 96% of TNS families heard about
us from a friend or acquaintance. Word of
mouth isthe best way for parents to find out
about The New School’s outstanding pro-
grams and staff. The process of informing
prospective families about TNS goes on all
year long. You, ascurrent parents, can play
animportant rolein maintaining our diverse
New School community of interested, sup-
portive families.

Brochuresdescribing our programs
areavailablein the office; we can mail them
to addresses you suggest or you can take
someto distribute to friends or co-workers.
We schedul e parent observations beginning
October 15 soyou canalsoencouragepeople
to make appointments to visit TNS. This
year, two open houses will allow prospec-
tive parents and their children to tour TNS
classrooms and meet the staff. The school
will be open to visitors on Wednesday, No-
vember 17 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. and again
on Sunday, February 7 from 2:00 to 4:00
p.m. Open House invitations will be avail-
able in late October. Leave mailing ad-
dresses with Beth Barton or pick up invita-

tions from Beth to distribute yourself.

Why Montessori?
Program Oct. 20

On Wednesday, October 20 from 7
to 8:30, TNS will host “Why Choose
Montessori?” afree eventopento the Greater
Cincinnati community. The featured speaker
willbe MarthaT orrence, Preprimary South
Room Head Teacher and president of the
American Montessori Society. Martha will
discussthe Montessori approach to learning
and development for the preschool child.
She will also talk about the benefits of
Montessori education and how it influences
lifelong learning habits.

We hope that many parents who
arereviewing optionsfor their preschoolers
will take advantage of thisgreat opportunity
to learn more about Montessori and to visit
The New School. You can help spread the
word by taking flyers to friends, neighbors
and co-workers and by hanging flyers in
places frequented by families of preschool
children. This might include children’s
music or art studios, gymnastics classes,
places of worship and numerous other loca-
tions. Pleasepick up flyersintheofficeand
pass them around.
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Art Appreciation

Preprimary Teacher Debbie Weinstein has
created an Art History curriculum for
Preprimary children this year with the help
of a $350 Learning Links grant from the

Greater Cincinnati Foundation. Debbie
hopes to expose the children to the work of
VanGogh, Seurat, Cezanne, Cassatt, Picasso,
Renoir and Monet with a variety of new
materials. In addition to age appropriate
biographies, children will experience the
work of these artists through large puzzles,
rubbing plates, matching cardsand coloring
cardsof great paintings. Inaddition, kinder-
gartners will visit with working artists and
may view the Cincinnati Art Museum’s
Monet exhibition. TNS really appreciates
the assistance of Learning Linkswhich has
funded numerous innovative additions to

the curriculum over the years.

Meet The New School's New Staff Members

Thisyear, TNSwelcomessix hew teachersfrom avariety of backgrounds. 9to 12
Teacher Eunyoung Kim has taught in 3 to 6 and 6 to 9 Montessori classrooms and has
completed most of her 9to 12 training. Sheismarried, hasal7 year old daughter and enjoys
swimming, golf and painting. Y eon Gyeong Kim or Kimmiehas a degree in nutrition from
Hang-Yang University in Seoul and received her M.Ed in Montessori from Xavier last May.
She assists in Preprimary Extended Day and says “I believe | am going to have wonderful
times at The New School.” Kimmie plays piano and enjoys origami and making classroom
materials. Elementary Spanish teacher Carlos Mairal has a background in nuclear
engineering and business. His experiences with his two Montessori-educated, bilingual
children led him to an interest in teaching Spanish to children. He also enjoys bicycling,
reading, music and model building.

6 top 9 Assistant Candice Matthews has previously worked at TNS in the after
school programs and 3 to 6 vacation and summer programs. Her interestsinclude knitting,
sculling, cooking and Americansignlanguage. Elementary musicteacherAndreaRosenthal
has experience as a songwriter, lyricist, pianist and lead vocalist as well as performing in
musicals and dramas. She has taught piano and other musical instruments, dance and voice
as well as practicing law. Andrea says, “My goal for the year is to find a way to make the
lessons inclusive but challenging. 1 want students to understand the basics of reading music,
singing and playing some simple instruments. 1'd also like to branch out and find a way to
have them creating simple compositions, studying songs from other cultures and even
having them breaking down popular music to study form, meter, etc.” Extended Day
Assistant Sara Schneider has worked as a Unit Leader at YMCA Camp Ernst.

After School Clubs Staff News

Over the summer, Preprimary
Thefall session of Elementary after school
clubsis off to a great start, with full enroll-
ment in many programs. Offeringsinclude
Cooking Club, Mad Science Club, Art Club,
Acting Club, Art club and Basket-
ball club for students as well as
Parent Y ogalessons on Thursdays.
InNovember, studentswill havethe
opportunity to enroll in the winter

session of clubs.

New 9 to 12 students: front row I.
to r. Mitchell Eaton, Colin Moser,
lan Pugh; back row Alex Moore,
Seth Curry, Jenna Weber, Rachael
Polanco
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September 2004 Editor's Note

The New School News is amonthly newsletter for TNS parents and staff. Wetry
to include classroom and staff news, information about Board and committee
activities, announcements and thank yous. This year, each newsletter will include
an Auction Update (page 1) and a Marketing Committee column "Reasons To
Choose TNS" (page 4.) Special family newsis also welcome (new baby, new pet,
etc.) TNS Newswill go homethe last Friday of each month. All community
input is welcome - notes can be |eft in the Preprimary Office pocket or my Perch
mailbox or you may email me (jill.stabitz@thenewschool.cc) or call me at home

r
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol
ol

News Editor

(941-6273.) If you have photos of school events, presentations, field trips, etc, |
would love to borrow those for the newsl etter as well.

Thanks, Jill Staubitz, TNS :
]

TeachersLydiaGrayandMargaret Kellar
attended a class on children’s spirituality
while Margaret also took achildren’smusic
classwith 6to 9 Teacher Stacy Armstrong.
South Room Head Teacher Martha
Torrencetaught at the Center for M ontessori
Teacher Education (CMTE) in New Y ork
and kept busy with the demands of being
president of the American Montessori Soci-
ety Board. Raobin Hartmann taught nine
weeksof Art Day Camp (photos pp 2 and 3)
and her puppet makingwork wasfeaturedin
the community press. 9to 12 Teacher Patti
Har per spent 2weeksin Koreawith Xavier
University’s Montessori  teacher training
program. Director Eric Dustman led a
group of five 9to 12 students on atwo week
triptoJapan, stayinginaJapanesechildren’s
camp and with host families.

6 to 9 Head Teacher Mary
Ohlinger Pray and Art Teacher Robin
Hartmann recently attended a teachers
workshop at the Cincinnati Art Museum to
learn more about the Petra - Lost City of
Stone exhibit. 6 to 9 Teacher Stacy
Armstrong attended ageography workshop
at Xavier University. One of her recent
projects was a ten-foot tall Mother Earth
puppet for alocal theater production. Thanks
to TNS parent Sara Beaven who led an
Inservice Day workshop on sexua abuse
and bullying for all the teaching staff on

September 17.



3to 6 News

Beth Tracy Kaliski has resumed
her roleasNorth Room Head Teacher while
Martha Torrence has taken over as South
Room Head Teacher. The other staffing
changeisthat Y eon GyeongKim (Kimmie)
has joined the Preprimary Extended Day
staff replacing M att Goebel who is coordi-
nating Elementary Extended Day. Newly
painted cabinets and curtains have improved
the looks of the Little Kitchen area of the
North Room so it is more inviting to chil-
dren. The North Room hasamale guinea pig
named “Guinea” who will be joined by a
female and a larger cage, thanks to Joanna
Groden. This should offer children first
hand experiencewith an animal’slifecycle.
This year's kindergarten lessons include
natural science with Sunny Rhein, music,
movement and drama with Beth Tracy
Kaliski, cultural geography of Australiaand
New Zealand, Antarctica and Africa with
Debbie Weinstein, literature with Martha
Torrence, dance with Jeanne Speier and
swimming with Lydia Gray. Beth will
organizethekindergarten play whichwill be
performed on April 27.

ThanksfromthePreprimary classes
to the Lentz
family for
Costa Rican
artifacts, to
theThurman
Reid family
for Australian
artifacts and
to the Will-
iams family
for batteries,
cameras and
- turtle food.
T e 3 Thankstothe

1 Belkaid
o Whalen fam-
ily for the Af-

rican artifacts, the M artin family for donat-
ing filmandtheRobinson Planet family for
donating batteries. The Preprimary wish
list includes 35 mm film, computer head-
phones, photo paper for the printers and
volunteers to pick up dinner (crickets not
pizza) for the classroom toads (see Beth

Tracy Kaliski for details.)

Preprimary photos on pages 3 and 4 by Beth

Tracy Kaliski; Art Camp photos by Nancy
Miller; new student photos by Jill Staubitz

6to 9 News

6 to 9 has undergone some organi-
zational changes with each teacher doing
lessonsfor all threelevel sinspecificcultural
subject areas. With Mary Ohlinger Pray
teaching history and geography, Stacy
Armstrong geometry and M andy Crouch
zool ogy and botany, theteachingteamhopes
to achieve better curriculum flow from year
toyear andto focusmoreontheir individual
areas of interest. Assistant Candice
Matthews is also teaching the entire class
sign language. In all subject areas, the staff
hopes to offer more hands-on, “impression-
istic lessons” such as science experiments.
They are already planning a team approach
to projects such as the third year presenta-
tions which will focus on ancient China this
spring. Work in geometry and biology is
being designed to support the history re-
search and projects. Each grade level will
have weekly creative writing lessons and
Scholastic News will be incorporated into
the reading program.

During September, third year stu-
dents studied constellations and then created
their own personal constellations and re-
lated stories. First year made and painted
clay models of geometric shapes. Second
year studied land and water forms of North
and South America. In October, third year
students will take a field trip to Ault Park for
leaf study. The entire 6 to 9 class will study
the history of the American flag and the
Pledge of Allegiance in preparation for the
November elections.

Thanksto M ary Hanley for donat-
ing beautiful letter writing paper, to Beth
Whelan for reading and to the Oesters for
the birthday donation of colored pencilsand
holders. Thankstothefollowing parentsfor
help with the swimming program: Nancy
Miller, Greg Sayles, Linda Dynan, Kevin
Kellar, Mary Claire Rietz and Corinne
Eaton.

U Dance

6to 9 studentsOonagh Davis
andGarr et Oester performed
in “U Dance, We Dance” at
the Contemporary Arts Cen-
ter on Saturday September.
TNS art teacher Robin
Hartmann designed the pup-
petsand costumesfor the pro-
duction while former TNS
dance teacher Linda Reiff

choreographed the show.

New 6 to 9 students Grant Eaton, Evan Pugh, Josie Benson
and Marcella Domka

9to 12 News

Thisyear in 9to 12, the chemistry
and physical science has been expanded to
run throughout the year rather than being
limited to one season. Teaching Assistant
Eunyoung Kim has broadened the scope of
the math program. Sixth year students will
start the practical life study of test taking
skills early this fall so as to be ready for
junior high entrance exams. Sara Beaven
isplanning a presentation on Native Ameri-
can animal totem polesfor the sixth year.

The class welcomes two new fifth
year students, Alex M ooreand Seth Curry.
For two weeksbeginning October 25, Costa
Rican studentswill visit the classroom. The
visit was arranged through a former Costa
Rican exchange student who stayed with
alumni parents Richard and Barbara
Homlar. Wehaveaskedfor TNSfamiliesto
volunteer to host these children - please see
BarbaraGray if youwant moreinformation.

Thanks to Helen Adams, Nancy
Miller, Horatio Wood and Bonnie Burte
for help with weekly spelling. Thanks also
to Fred Miller, Egbert Powell, Patrick
Borders, ChrisWeber, CatherineDomka
and Jeff M ossbar ger for helpwiththeswim-
ming program. The 9to 12 classwish list
includesCDsof classical, jazz, operaand/or
world music.
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Reasonsto Choose The New School

OUR GRADUATES ARE ACADEMICALLY SUCCESSFUL!
2004 High school graduates from TNS Class of 1998 packed
their bagsthis fall and went off to the following
fine colleges and universities:
Brandeis University Ohio University
Davidson College Stanford University
DePauw University University of Cincinnati
Earlham College University of Michigan
Haverford College Washington U. in St. Louis
New Y ork University Y ale University
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"Our Families' Albums

The New School's ““Our Families” photo album is an
ongoing tradition. Over the years, we have collected three volumes
of pictures, drawings and information about TNS families past and
present. The albums were designed to help members of TNS
community learn more about each other and to feel more connected
to others in the community. The albums and blank pages are
available in the Mansion lobby — fill your family's page with
whatever you choose to share or draw inspiration and ideas from the
completed pages in the album.

Calendar of Events

Harvest Moon Festival 5 pm

No school - In Service Day

Picture Day

Board meeting 7 pm

Martha Torrence on Montessori 7 p.m.
Community Meeting 7 pm
Elementary Halloween party

Saturday, October 2
Friday October 8
Monday, October 11
Thursday, October 14
Wednesday, October 20
Thursday, October 21
Friday, October 29

Thank You! Thank You!

Theannua Staff Appreciation Luncheon in August offers
TNS staff awelcome break from the work of preparing classrooms
and materialsfor thestart of anew school year. Everyoneonthestaff
really appreciates the planning and delicious salads and desserts
which parents provide. Many thanks to event chair Maryellen
Daston. Thanks to Regina Hodnett and Cynthia Sprinkle for
setting up theluncheon, Nancy Miller and Hope Felton-Miller for
clean-upandtofood and drink donorsDeeGarretson, Kim M oser,
Claudia Reilly, Kathleen Bedree, Mary Claire Rietz, Chris
Mayhall, Linda Dynan, Beth & John Powers, Julia Wadih,
Peggy M ossbar ger, JamiePhillips, M ariaPalermo,Leah Turner,
Juliet Scott, Laura Fidler, Catherine Dojmka, Yiping Wang,
Marcella Allison, Tari Frank and Lisa Haglund Slack. Special
thanksto M elissa Robinson who provided abeautiful background
of cellomusic

Thanks to Eric & Russell Peguero Wintersfor hosting
the Welcome Teafor new parentsin August. Thanksalso to Hope
Felton Miller for hosting the September Board retreat. Two large
planters now decorate the entrance to TNS's Mitchell mansion
thanks to the graduating class of 2004. Thisisagift that everyone
can enjoy; thanksto everyone who contributed and to Julia Wadih
and Kathleen Bedreefor purchasing the planters and filling them
with plants.

A great crew of parent volunteerswashed every chairinthe
school, painted all the furniture that needed a fresher look and
weeded the Mansion flower beds. Many thanks to Fred Miller,
Casey Coston, Johon Van Woensel, Dean Oester, Tariq Siddiqi,
Michael Mar cotte, Peggy Mossbarger, Lei Yu, Robert Siegel

andReginaHodnett. The New School's annual Magazine and Gift
Wrap Sale was a great success with about $8900 in profits. Thanks

to Sara Beaven andDenise Jeavon$or organizing this fundraiser
and to TNS alumni parents Brian & Brenda Templeton of Mid-

west Community fundraising for their support.

St. ThomasAquinas Reunion

Again this fall, The New School hosted d"56union for
graduates of St. Thomas Aquinas. Members of the class of 1954
gathered on September 18 and were impressed by TNS'’s buildings
and grounds. The wife on one St. Thomas Aquinas alum observed
that the current spaces are very “welcoming” and “in good shape.”

For those who need a New School history review, the
Mansion was built by the Mitchell family as a home for their twelve
children. In the 1920's, the family donated the Mansion to the
Archdiocese, which used the first floor for religious services, the
second floor for a school and the third floor as living quarters for the
nuns. After an actual church was built in the 1930’s (today's
Annex), the school expanded to the first and second floors of the
Mansion. The school was no longer in operation in 1970 when The
NewsSchool began renting the Mansion from the Archdiocese.

Schoolpop! Schoolpop! Schoolpop! Schoolpop! Schoolpop!
Schoolpop isback!! Last year, TNS earned over $1300 last year from families who used a School pop credit card or shopped through the
Schoolpop website. Here's how you can help. If you already use School pop, thanks very much and keep on shopping until you drop.
Families new to schoolpop have several options. You can fill out a Schoolpop VISA card application (available in the Mansion [obby)
or apply online at www.schoolpop.com . For every application that is accepted TNS gets $20 automatically plus getting up to 4% of all
credit card purchases. 1f you don't need another credit card but do shop online, go to the School pop website at www.school pop.com and
order from someof thehundreds of companieslikeL .L . Bean and EddieBauer that arerepresented. Weearn apercentage of these purchases

also. Thanksin advance for helping TNS through School pop.



