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Conferences Nov. 5
Friday, November 5 is TNSÕs official
fall parent conference day.  Teachers
will be available then to discuss each
childÕs Progress Report and any other
issues or concerns about the child so far
this year.  Sign-up sheets are posted for
all three age levels; please arrange a
conference time if you have not already
done so.  Please remember that there
will be no classes for children on Fri-
day, November 5. Childcare will be
available from 8:00 to 5:00 in the El-
ementary Extended Day Room for New
School aged children while their parents
are meeting with teachers.

News from TNS Board
At the October Board meeting,

both the ÒSowing the Seeds of Steward-
shipÓ Operating Endowment and the
Annual Giving campaign were dis-
cussed. The Board decided to take $5,000
from last year's fundraising revenues
and add that to the endowment fund.
Assistant Director Barbara Gray is
working with former Director Robyn
Breiman on enlisting the support of
alumni and friends.  Current families
will receive more information about the
endowment in early spring.  Annual
Giving 2004-05 is off to a great start;
donors are listed elsewhere on this page.

The importance of full enroll-
ment in supporting the operating budget
was another item of discussion.  Kym
Nelson agreed to conduct entrance inter-
views to gain an understanding of the
expectations and perspectives of new
families to TNS.  Eric Peguero Win-
ters will do exit interviews to determine
whether TNS is doing all that it can to
retain students and families within our
program through the nine year cycle.  A
report on the board’s community meet-
ing for all parents and staff appears on
page 2.

Even though the school year just started,
Marketing Director Sandy Kohn is al-
ready thinking about ways to spread the
word about TNS to prospective families
for next year.  The first of two open
houses will be held on November 17
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m.  Invitations and
yard signs will be available November
1.  You can give names and addresses of
friends, relatives and co-workers to  Beth
Barton and she will mail invitations or
you can get invitations to distribute  your-
self.  The yard signs will be available
through the office.   that November and
December are great times for people
interested in TNS to schedule classroom
observations - all they need to do is call
Beth or Barbara.

Auction Update

Annual Giving 2004-05
As of October 27, The New School has
received over  $19,000 in Annual Giv-
ing gifts in pledges from 26 current
families and 2 alums listed below.  The
number of children represented on the
chart in the Mansion lobby is growing
and we look forward to having every
New School student’s name posted.
Many thanks to those who have already
supported this important part of TNS
operating budget.  We hope to receive
donations or pledges  from every current
family before Thanksgiving.

Mel & Kathleen Bedree
Jamie Bennett

Jim &Susan Boney
Patrick Borders & Helen Adams

Kerry & Bonnie Burte
Kelly Combs & Juliet Kashdan

Casey Coston &Tari Frank
Jeff Goodman & Rebecca Arbona

Denise Jeavons
Kenneth Katkin & Linda Dynan

Sandy Kohn
Kevin Leahy & Joyce Steiner

Michael Marcotte & Mary Clare Rietz
Fred & Hope Felton Miller

Tim & Nancy Miller
Jeffrey Mills & Jane Keller

Joseph & Vicki Polanco
John & Beth Powers
Scott & Amy Pugh

Michael Schwartz & Maria Palermo
Lynn Seel

James & Leah Turner
Scott Van Diest

Chris & Vicki Weber
Jonah Weiss

Neal & Felicia Williams
Horatio & Barbara Wood
 Lei Yu & Yiping Wang

Open House Nov. 17

Applications for childcare at TNS over
the Winter Break will be available soon.
The program is for New School stu-
dents, ages 3 through 7, and will be
offered on December 20, 21 and 22 and
December 27, 28 and 29.  On those days,
the school will be open from 8:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and parents are asked to send
a brown bag lunch although snacks will
be provided.

Winter Break Care

The theme of this year’s New
School Auction is “The Glass
Bottom Boat.”  Plans for this gala
event to be held on Saturday,
March 5 are already shaping up.
TNS parent and talented glass art-
ist Sandy Gross will create the
artwork for the invitation and
Jimmy Gherardi will do an encore
performance as guest chef for the
event.  Please contact Tari Frank
or Julia Wadih to volunteer.



On Saturday, October 8, all of
TNS teaching staff attended an AMS
Traveling Symposium entitled “Practi-
cal Life Through the Ages.”  As AMS
President, Martha Torrence opened the
meeting, which was held in Columbus.
Director Eric Dustman notes that the
event offered the opportunity for both
professional development and personal
social  time which teachers rarely get
during the school day.

Art Teacher Robin Hartmann
presented a lesson based on the work of
artist Deborah Butterfield at the Cincin-
nati Art Museum.  Ms. Butterfield is
known for life size horse sculptures made
of wood and stones; the presentations
included animals made of sticks and
stones by TNS 9 to 12 students.  Robin
also attended the Chautaqua Fall Festi-
val and Quilt Show, featuring over 700
quilts from all over the country.

Director Eric Dustman is
scheduled to serve on ISACS accredita-
tion teams in Warrenville Illinois and
Cleveland Heights, Ohio.  He is also
serving on the OAIS Planning Commit-
tee for 2004-2005 and will be Executive
Committee Secretary for two years be-
ginning in 2005.  Eric will also be a
presenter at the 45th Annual AMS con-
ference in Chicago in March of 2005.
Assistant Director Barbara Gray and
Marketing/Development Director Sandy
Kohn will also be members of ISACS
accreditation teams this year.

Please note that Eunyeong Kim
is a Teacher not a Teaching Assistant in
the 9 to 12 class.

Staff NewsCommunity Meeting Looks at TNS Facilities
Presentation of the Physical Plant committee’s progress toward a ten-year

plan for TNS physical facilities was a key part of the October 21 community meeting
agenda.  The process was an outgrowth of one of the recommendations in in the
school’s overall long range plan developed last year. JohnVanWoensel explained
the importance of  an orderly layout of possible future facilities needs  in order to
spend funds wisely and avoid creating a “haphazard campus.”  He stressed the fact
that individual projects within the ten-year plan would be subject to review and
approval as some may become unnecessary or impractical over time.

The committee identified two preliminary long term needs as maintaining
and enhancing TNS community feel and quality of education and keeping a
financially sustainable enterprise through full enrollment.  Preliminary needs
mentioned by parents and staff include additional space for art, music and science,
large muscle areas, the library and office space as well as improved traffic flow and
parking and more green play space.  The committee requested additional parent
input at the meeting; and, after analyzing the feasibility of all ideas, it will create a
ten-year plan which should be flexible enough to meet future demands.  Many
thanks to John and the other committee members, Kim Planet, Mark Abbott, Lei
Yu, J.D. Sandipher and Barbara Gray for their work on this important project.

Those attending the community
meeting received a copy of TNS's Annual
Report for 2003-2004.  Extra copies are
available in the office.  The Revenue
section of the Summary of Finances on
page 5 should read: For Fiscal Year Ended
8/31/2003, Miscellaneous Revenue
$6,737; For Fiscal Year Ended 8/31/2004
Tuition Revenue $1,119,130, Fund Rais-
ing Revenue 194,050, State Reimburse-
ment 25,997 and Miscellaneous Revenue
24,228.

About forty parents of preschoolers attended Martha Torrence’s talk
“Why Choose Montessori” at The New School on October 20. As a long term
Montessori teacher, current president of the American Montessori Society and
Head Teacher in TNS Preprimary South Room, Martha shared a broad range of
experiences in  her presentation. She outlined the developmental needs of a
preschooler and then presented specific tasks that Maria Montessori devised to
strengthen development and to help the child prepare for the next step.

Martha then showed various types of work that the preschoolers have in a
Montessori classroom, discussing how the work is presented and how young
children’s cognitive skills develop and grow from performing the tasks. Slides of
children working in the classroom gave the talk an added dimension. Preprimary
Teachers Margaret Kellar and Shawn Doughterty assisted Martha and led a tour
of the classrooms after the talk. The enthusiastic audience included many people
from outside TNS community who asked about  our November 17 Open House.

Thanks to Facilities Manager David Tape who magically turned the
growing room into a lecture hall complete with audio visual equipment, to Director
Eric Dustman who provided a glowing introduction of Martha and to Joanna
Groden and the Hospitality committee for refreshments. Thanks also to the New
School parents who attended and offered their insignts to members of the audience.

This photo and the photo on page 1 by B.Tracy
Kaliski.  Photo below by M.Ohlinger Pray.
Other newsletter photos by J. Staubitz

Audience Enjoys "Why Choose Montessori"



9 to 12 News
A group of students from the

Summit School in San Francisco Del
Coronado, Costa Rica began a two week
visit with TNS 9 to12 students and their
families on October 23.  Their teacher,
Roselyn Carvajal, spent time as an ex-
change student with TNS alumni par-
ents Richard and Barbara Homlar and
arranged the visit through them.  Over
the two week period, the students will
spend some time in the 9 to 12 classroom
and the rest touring around Cincinnati.
They have brought photo albums of Costa
Rica to share with the class and plan to
share Costa Rican food and dancing
during their stay.  Thanks to the Lambas,
the Currys, the Scotts, the Webers and
the Powers for hosting the students in
their homes.

During November, sixth year
students will be studying Thanksgiving
symbols and the thirteen colonies.  Fifth
year is studying the ancient civilization
of Sumeria and both fourth and fifth year
are conducting extensive botany experi-
ments.

Halloween at TNS
The New School’s Halloween

celebration follows a long established
tradition.  For Preprimary children, Hal-
loween symbols, stories, poems and
songs are incorporated into the regular
classroom routine. Pumpkins and other
seasonal materials have been incorpo-
rated into a variety of practical life and
art related work. Costumes are not part
of the celebration at this age because of
the emphasis on work that children do
for themselves rather than work that
adults do for children.

The Elementary Halloween cel-
ebration on October 31 included games,
crafts and a tradition rendition of the
song “Dem Bones” by sixth year Human
Biology students.  After a costume pa-
rade through the Preprimary area of the
Mansion, students assembled for the
annual “Who Am I?” guessing game.
Students submit clues in advance and
invite their classmates to guess which
historical or literary character they rep-
resent.  Thanks to all the parents who
provided snacks and helped with the
party.

Elementary students have cre-
ated an array of “great and gory” haunted
houses in weekly art classes.  6 to 9
students studied “kinetic” art; their work
is displayed in the Mansion stairway art
gallery.  Sixth year students are design-
ing Native American totems with help
from Sara Beaven. Art Teacher Robin
Hartmann is still looking for an artistic
outreach opportunity like last year’s
mural which TNS students painted at the
Lighthouse.

Thanks to Nancy Miller, Maria
Palermo and Regina Radin for help
with art classes and to everyone who
donated recycled items.  Special thanks
to Jeff Goodman and Rebecca Arbona
for donating a digital camera.

Thanksgiving Plans

After School Clubs
Registration forms for the Winter Ses-
sion of After School Programs will be
sent home on Thursday, November 4.
The forms are due by Friday, November
12, but programs are filled on a first-
come, first-served basis so it pays to
register early.  The Fall Session of pro-
grams ends on Friday, November 19
while Winter programs begin the week
of November 29.

The 6 to 9 class needs colorful
cardstock and possibly black
cardstock (like they sell at Michael’s.)
Elementary art classes need old li-
cense plates and OJ and/or milk car-
tons (all sizes, washed please) for
upcoming projects.  Art Teacher
Robin Hartmann would also like
any old furniture that students can
rehab for sale at the Auction.

Materials Wanted

TNS observation of Thanksgiving will begin on Tuesday, November 23
with a Thanksgiving lunch including pumpkin pie.  On Wednesday morning,
parents are invited to join us at 9:00 for a celebration featuring presentations by 6
to 9 and 9 to 12 students.  During the afternoon, kindergarten  and elementary
students will attend a Cincinnati Zoo traveling program entitled “The Cheetah and
Dog Show.” The program is made possible by a generous donation  from John
Hutton and Sandy Gross.

Collection of food and clothing for the FreeStore Foodbank will also be part
of Thanksgiving at TNS.  Details will be available later but it’s not too early to begin
checking closets and drawers for good used clothing and other donation items.

Special Programs

The 6 to 9 class wants to thank the
Katkin/Dynan family for bringing Chi-
nese money and flash cards back from
their trip to San Francisco’s Chinatown.
Thanks to the following parents who
drove for swimming: Pat Bauer, Eliza-
beth Hedrick, Nancy Miller, Kathy
Collins, Katherine Domka and Linda
Dynan.  The class is looking forward to
starting Dance and Music in November.

6 to 9 News



Many Make Harvest Moon Shine
The New School’s annual Harvest Moon Festival was a great
success thanks to the work of many parent and staff volun-
teers.  A huge thank you to Nancy Miller who organized the
event and coordinated the many crews of workers.  Other
volunteers who contributed to the event include: Set-up/
Clean-up crew Eric Dustman, David Tape, Felicia Will-
iams, Tim Miller, Yiping Wang, Cynthia Sprinkle, Beth
Whalen, Al Beaupre, Amy Pugh and Vicki & Chris We-
ber; Greeting/Check-In Regina Radin, Estrelita Powell,
Alex Brady, Danny Powell and Max Radin; Sales Sally
Dannemiller, Bette Siebert and Maria Palermo; Marshalls
Mark Abbott, Al Beaupre, Jeff Goodman, Sandy Gross
and John Hutton and Dinner Volunteers Renee Harris,
Beth Whelan, Vicki Polanco, Sara Beaven, Maryellen
Daston, Denise Jeavons and Pat Bauer.  Thanks to Greg
Sayles, Steve Slack, Tim Miller and Ernie Henderson for
providing great musical entertainment.

TNS Personals
Congratulations to Mike Marcotte and Mary Clare Rietz for
participating in the Morgans Canoe Triathlon in October and
to Mike Folan for his role in the Ironman competition in
Hawaii.  Congratulation to Michael Thomas, Beth Clark
andTariq Siddiqi ,who were recognized among the area’s top
physicials by Cincinnati Magaziine.  Congratulations also to
Jane Keller who received one of the Second Annual Interior
Design Awards.  We’d like to recognize personal achieve-
ments of other TNS parents, children and staff in the newslet-
ter so send your input to Jill Staubitz via a note in her mailbox
or an email to jill.stabitz@thenewschool.cc.

Calendar of Coming Events
Wednesday, Nov. 3 Life After TNS 7 pm
Friday Nov. 5 Conferences; no school
Wednesday, Nov 17 Open House 7:00
Thursday, Nov. 18 Board meeting
Wednesday, Nov. 24 Thanksgiving celebration
Nov 25 and 26 No School

Thanks to Beth Powers and her sister, Erin, for
making school picture day run smoothly and efficiently.
Thanks to Dee Garretson who is bringing her green thumb to
the garden near the dumpster at the edge of the elementary
woods.  Thanks to Karl Stukenberg, Hope Felton Miller
and Haleigh Miller for representing TNS at the First Annual
Private School Fair and to Pam Sandipher, Maryellen Daston,
Yiping Wang and Elaina Yu for staffing TNS table at the
Queen City Foundation Fair.

An energetic group of TNS parents and staff gathered
on  Saturday, October 16 to spread wood chips in the Preprimary
play area.  Facilities Manager David Tape reports that the
group was done so quickly that some families didn’t arrive in
time to work.  Thanks to the following volunteers: Bridgett
Besinger, Dean Oester, Jeff Goodman, Matt Brown, Lisa
Butler, JohnVanWoensel, Karl Stukenberg, Matt Goebel
and Eric Dustman.

Thanks! Thanks! Thanks!

Montessori parents of preschoolers and Elementary
age children always wonder how TNS grads fare in the
transition to junior high and high school.  The program “Is
There Life After The New School?” scheduled for Wednes-
day, November 3 will answer many of those questions and
provide information about the many school choices available
to TNS grads. Beginning at 7:00 p.m. representatives of
Walnut Hills, Clark Montessori, Cincinnati Country Day,
Summit and Seven Hills will be on hand, passing out literature
and answering questions about admissions and programs.
This will be followed by the traditional discussion of issues
like homework, big and small schools and social life by a
panel of TNS grads who now attend both public and private
secondary schools.The program, held in the Growing Room,
is geared for parents of all age children but will be of most
interest to children in the 9 to 12 class.  Childcare is provided
for younger New School students.

Life After TNS Program on Nov 3

More Reasons To Choose TNS
OUR GRADS ARE TALENTED AND ACTIVE!
TNS grads who graduated from high school in 2004
participated in  the following high school activities:

Varsity athletics like soccer, basketball,
lacrosse, tennis and golf

Orchestra, Band
Student Council
Peer Leadership

Mock Trial
National Merit Scholars
National Honor Society
Habitat for Humanity

Spanish Club, French Club
Drama

Literary Club
Gay/Straight Alliance

Debate Society


